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EVOLUTION OF 


_ feigning monarch has 
_ from the Duke of Buckingham’s 


A PALACE 


_ THIS VIEW OF BUCKINGHAM 
HOUSE, as it was then known, 
from St. James’ Park was painted 
by the American artist, Copley 
- Fielding, around the year 1830 
and i is in the Spastics Cards Limi- 
tes range of old Masters. 

“The Palace, affectionately 
known as Buck House, which is 
the London residence of the 
evolved 


house which George II! bought 


in 1762 for £28,000, and settled ay 


on his wife, Queen Charldtie. 
__ When George IV came to the 
Throne he started to remodel it 
and the great John Nash—who 
of course designed Park Crescent 
—was put in charge in 1819. 
Queen Victoria hardly occupied 
it at all in the later years of her 
reign, but Edward VII effected 


“some overdue modernisation which 


was completed during the reign 
of George V and Queen Mary. 

‘Eight generations of the Royal 

Family have lived in the Palace 


HOW THE 
AWARD 
SCHEME 
WORKS 


aa DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
AWARD SCHEME for Boys 
_was launched in 1956 and the 


3 Girls’ Award followed two years 


£ 


Sut 


- four sections—Service; 
_ dition; Pursuits and Interests; 


later. The Scheme offers young 
eople between 14 and 20 the 


8 allenge of endeavour and 


achievement through a_- bal- 


~ anced programme of leisure 


time activities. It encourages 
them to discover, follow up and 
enjoy new interests and apti- 
tudes. It is essentially a per- 
sonal challenge from the Duke 


of Edinburgh for young people 
_ to measure themselves against 


the standards set for each stage 


_ of the Award. 


_ There are three stages of the 
-Scheme—Bronze, Silver and 
-Gold—and each stage comprises 
Expe- 


Fi and Fitness (for boys) or De. 


- sign for Living 


(for girls). 
The standards are set to match 
- the ability of the average boy 


Ze or girl, but they demand con- 


<s er one. 


_ siderable perseverance. 
No modifications in the tests 
5 are permitted for disabled 
pgounasters, but allowances are 
de for individual handicaps. 
Organisers of the Scheme say 
at the disabled have as good 


' a chance of gaining Awards as 


he able-bodied, but not a 
In attempting the 
ysical aspects of the Scheme, 
variation of target may be 
mitted but no reduction in 
tor persistence is allowed. 


ss Morgan describes 
New Assessment Centre 5 
ds and Appliances ...... 8 
f emel Hempstead S.0.S. | 
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H.R.H. talks frankly about 
charity to JUNE SAMPSON 


Courtesy Grossenor 
Gallery. 


He said: “The whole problem 
of spastics is now much more 
in the open in the sense that 
parents are less secretive, it is 
not looked upon as a disgrace, 
they are not freaks any more. 
The effect of this has been that 
the whole technique of trying 
to get the best out of people 
affected in this way, systems of 
training and teaching and the 
ability of these people to play 
a useful part in life—all this 
has been progressing enorm- 
ously.” 

As Prince Philip ranged over 
the problems facing charity in 
Britain today, he showed a 
sympathetic knowledge and 
understanding of the aims and 
work of the Spastics Society. He 
made cogent points of organ- 
isation and administration. He 
explored the areas in which 
charity was slack, and _ pre- 
sented his own viewpoint on 
where more effort might be 
concentrated. 

In appreciating the difficul- 
ties facing the Society over 
reduction of income, the Duke 
revealed that he had made a 
personal gesture to _ help 
resolve the Spastics Pool crisis. 


His Royal Highness offered a 


provocative theory on _ the 
success of British charities 
concerned with overseas relief. 

‘IT think it reflects a hang- 
over from the years of TEspOst; 


DURING THE PAST FEW YEARS The 
Spastics Society has made great progress 


in persuading the public to accept the 
realities of spasticity. This is the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s 
achievement of the Society after three 
years as its President. 


assessment of the 


To mark the end of his Presidency, 
His Royal Highness granted me an 
exclusive interview in his private study 
at Buckingham Palace, during which he 
reviewed the role of charity generally, 
and of the Spastics Society in particular, 
in Britain today. 


sibility for the direct manage- 
ment of other countries,” he 
said. “It’s also partly due to a 
characteristic of the British 


people, which is always to 
meddle in other  vpeople’s 
business.” 


He felt that Britain gave 
more support to charity than 
any other nation, and that the 
public was by no means be- 
coming cynical about the value 
of charity work. 

“Obviously some charities are 
less attractive than others at 
different periods, and tastes 
change” he said. “If we were 
to have the exact charitable set- 
up of 100 years ago, a lot of 
people would have every reason 
te be cynical about it. The in- 
teresting thing really is that 
charit, is one of the main prin- 
ciples of the Christian faith. 
The whole of our society, and 
particularly the Welfare State, 
is founded on the precept of 
Christianity.” 


The Prince was emphatic that - 


charity had an important role 
in a Welfare State. 

“The essential of all chari- 
ties is that they should fill 
the gaps. Any form of legis- 
lation inevitably cannot be 
complete. There is always 
zoing to be somebody who 
falls between the clauses, and 
charity has got to go im and 
tidy up the edges. It’s got to 


Cardiff °62 Club members, Robert Williams and Robert Willis, 
leaving Buckingham Palace after receiving their Gold Awards 


from the Duke of Edinburgh, 


‘Robert.’ 


iliams, who is now in 


training at Sherrards, walked nearly. ‘a miles despite being 

paralysed on one side and learnt to swim and type for his Award. 

Robert Willis did a 50-mile trek across Dartmoor, learnt archery 
and helped an old age pensioner, 


be flexible in its approach, 


and I think this is one of the 
great advantages of charity— 
it can react immediately with- 
out any great questions of 
rules ‘and regulations, and the 
work it does is not subject to 
any kind of political pressure. 

He considered it important 
not to equate charity with the 
Welfare State. 

“Once a thing is on the 
statute book, it seems to me it 
ceases to be charitable. The 
action may be motivated by 
charity to begin with, but once 
it’s functioning, it isn’t neces- 
sarily charitable any more.” 

Has charity become too much 
of a business enterprise run by 
highly —_ professional staffs? 
Prince Philip strongly argued 
the case for efficient manage- 
ment. 

“It is quite inevitable that 
for money-raising to be effec- 
tive it demands a _ properly 
managed and professional sys- 
tem and campaign,” he de- 
clared. 


Professional Management 


“The days when you could 
go to half-a-dozen very rich 
foundations or individuals and 
finance a complete and 
national charity have long since 
gone. Therefore, from a money- 
raising point of view, it has 
got to be professionally man- 
aged. It is equally important 
that when it comes to spending 
large sums the money should 
not be wasted by inefficient dis- 
tribution or by bad adminis- 
tration.” 

“People who want to give 
their voluntary services don’t 
really want to give it entirely 
to committees and that sort of 
thing.” 

Did he feel there was a par- 
ticular. section of society not 
adequately served by charity 
or social welfare work? 

“T would have thought that 
the area which attracts least 
public attention, and has the 
greatest potential is in housing 
and re-housing,” he replied. “I 
don’t mean the ordinary prob- 
lems of. slum clearance and 
that sort of thing, I mean 
people with large families, or 
who can’t fit in with the ordin- 
ary standard modern housing 
system, or people, who’ve had 
to move for some réason or 
other. They’ve fallen on hard 
times, there’s been sickness, 
they’re on their uppers, temp- 
orarily. They’re permanently at 
the bottom of the list because 
they don’t have the right sort 
of points to get in. This is a 
very big problem, and I think 
it’s going to get bigger. There’s 
nothing like enough money 
going in for charitable housing 
trusts.” 

Prince Philip said he himself 
would never consider setting up 
a new charity because he felt 
a lot of existing charities could 
easily divert attention from one 
area to another. 

“But the problem with all 
charities is that its success de- 
pends on its story, on what it 
has to sell,” he said. “If you 
have a good, tear-jerking story, 
like spastic children, or any- 
thing to do with children really, 
this stimulates the charitable 
sensation of the giver. Whereas 
if you invite people to help in 
re-housing, somehow this isn’t 


quite so attractive. The same 
thing applies to playing-fields, — 


DINBURGH 


The Duke of Edinburgh during his visit to Thomas Delarue 


PRICE 6d. 


Buying a House? 
buy 


homes 


& conversions 


for all you need to know 
about house buying, converting 
and furnishing. 


2/6 from your newsagent. 


exclusive 
interview 


3 
a 
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School stopped to admire some handicraft work. 


these days—which 
greatly needed.” 

Did he think there were any | 
ways in which the: organisation © 
of charities might be improved 
or brought more into line with 
present-day attitudes? 

He obviously felt strongly on 
this, and replied with enthus- 
iasm. 

“My own feeling is there’s 

a lot that can be done in the 
way of closer collaboration 
between charities in the same 
broad field,” he declared. 
“There could be a very con- 
siderable saving if the man- 
agement side could colla- 
borate, allowing each to 
operate separately in their 
own field, but come together 
for the sake of all the admin- 
istrative overheads and ex- 
penses, which people hate 
paying for. 

“If you invite people to sub- 
scribe to a charity, the thing 
they’re interested to see is what 
proportion of money actually 
goes on the work they’re sup- 
porting.” 


Rationalisation 


The Prince felt emphatically 
that there was a need for 
rationalisation between — chari-. 
ties, and pointed out the large 
number of charities that had 
been established with trustees, 
but whose work was now not as 
essential as it used to be. 


“Though I do think that 
there should always be a mini- 
mum of two organisations in 
every field, because when it 
comes to charitable or volun- 
tary work, people want an al- 
ternative.” 

I asked if he thought that 
there should be two Spastics 
Societies, and he replied that 
he knew there had once been 
two organisations. 

“Look, we’ve got the Red 
Cross and St. John, and the AA 
and the RAC, in all voluntary 
things you really need an alter- 
native,” he said. “If you don’t 
like the way one is managed 
you go and try the other. It 
gives you a sense of freedom.” 

Did he think there were any 
problems. within the field of 
cerebral palsy to which the 
Spastics Society should be giv- 
ing more attention? |. 

. Prince Philip felt that mus- 
cular dystrophy was a condition 
which might be helped by 
the Spastics Society. - 

. “T should have thought it was 
sufficiently similar to cerebral 


are still 


palsy in the sense of the way 
oo: 


that it affects children, and 
limits them. I don’t suppose 
that this is‘a moment in which 
the Society wants to branch out 
anyway, but I should have 
thought this was one fringe 


area which might have come. 


within its general purvieu, but 
I may be wrong.” 

Commenting on the need for 
improved provision for elderly 
spastics, Prince Philip thought 
that the Spastics Society should 


-attempt to create homes for 


this age group, but that Local 
Authorities should maintain 
them. 

He was full of admiration for 
the concern for charitable 
work that was being shown by 
modern youth. 

“I don’t think young 
people used to be anything 
like as involved in charitable 
activities as they are today,” 
he said. “Schools and univer- 
sities used to confine their 
activities to missions, toe 
clubs, to under-privileged 
areas. I think that today this 
attitude is changing to a very 
much more direct involve- 
ment in community service 


within immediate social 
areas.” 
He said his own Award 


Scheme had illustrated this 
trend, and he made special 
mention of the two Roberts’ 
who had visited the Palace the 
previous week after winning 
eae Awards (See picture 
left). : 


Pools income 


Summing up this _ point, 
Prince Philip said he felt that 


one of the main difficulties of - 


the Spastics Society was that 
so much of the money it spent 
came “second hand” (via the 
Pool) instead of by direct con- 
tributions. 

He was absolutely frank on 
his own attitude towards the 
Society and its finances in the 
past. 

“In the sense that the Spas- 
tics Society from the point of 
view of funds is reasonably 
well off, and most of my 


attachment to charity is largely _ 
to do with trying to help them ~ 


in some way to make ends 
meet, I haven’t really taken as 
much direct interest in the 
activities of the Spastics 
Society as I might have done 


under different circumstances,” - 


he said. 
But he was fully aware of 


the financial crisis that faced — 
the Society now, and se 


as to its outcome, , 
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a message 
: to all our 
readers from 
The Chairman of 
The Spastics Society 
Mr. W. A. BURN | 


— “Why the new News ”’ 


FREADERS OF THE SPASTICS NEWS will | 


be surprised, pleasantly I hope, to read 
this first issue of the News in its revised form. 
I am sorry that it was not possible in the last 
issue to tell you of the changes which were 
being planned, but these were still subject to 
the approval of the Executive Committee. 

The reasons for the changes are many, but 
the most important is the need to present the 
news of the Society’s work in a form which is 
easy to read and understand. Many of us read 
two or more newspapers a day and perhaps one 
or two magazines a week. Most of us therefore 


require our reading: matter in a form which is . 
both exciting and stimulating and demands | 


from us the minimum of time and effort. 


HE CHANGES ARE ALSO necessary be- 
cause of the need to project the new image 
of the Society which has evolved during the last 
year or so. Spastics News has remained ‘un- 
changed for nearly 10 years with a circulation 
of only 11,000 a month. Now because of an 
imaginative scheme of co-operation with 
Regional Pool Promotions Ltd., at Bristol, with 
whom we are working very closely, Spastics 
News will have a circulation of nearly 60,000. 
Its costs per copy have been reduced signifi- 
cantly, and consequently the subsidy which the 
Society has been providing for many years is 
now being reduced to a nominal amount. 


I BELIEVE that the changes we are making 

in the format of Spastics News, in its 
greatly increased circulation and reduced net 
costs, are all changes in the interests of the 
Society and its members. Further improvements 
will be made based on our experience of these 
new circumstances. We. particularly look for- 
ward to having readers’ views and comments to 


help us to make Spastics News more interest- . 
ing and more informative to all its readers and . 


a really first rate publication. 


Why not buy an extra copy for a friend? 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM 


for SPASTICS NEWS, the official monthly journal. of The Spastics 
Society covering every aspect of its work and its Affiliated 
Societies. The price of 6d. per month will remain the same as 
before, but in its newspaper format a considerable saving in 
postage costs will be effected, which will be passed on to 
subscribers as from this March issue, So as from today annual 
subscriptions will be reduced to 9s, per annum, post free. 
The Editor. 


Please send me the new SPASTICS NEWS every month until 
further notice at the annual subscription rate of 9s., including 
postage, starting with the 


I enclose a cheque/Postal Order herewith. 


NAME: 
(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) 


ADRRESS: 
(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) 


CUT OUT and send to: 
THE EDITOR, SPASTICS NEWS, 12 Park Crescent, London W.1. 


Mr. Trevor Price is the first spastic 
‘computer-programmer 


SPECIAL REPORT by JUNE SAMPSON 


TREVOR PRICE IS 41 AND SPASTIC. His hands are weak, he 
cannot speak intelligibly and he can hardly hear. Yet he has be- 
come the first spastic computer programmer in Britain—possibly 
in the world—and has a responsible technological post in one of 


the country’s biggest export firms, Pilk- 
ington’s Glass factory at St. Helens, 


Lancashire. 


How has he done it? Many people have 
called it a miracle, but that’s too simple 
and dramatic a way to describe more than 
thirty years of slow and patient effort. 

Mr. Price has been working at Pilking- 
tons for three months—and this is his first 
job. The Company have the very latest 
computers, and he is one of 20 people in 
the programme writing team in the Travel 
Department engaged on detailed and 


painstaking work. 

Mr. Price, relaxing after 
work in his parents’ com- 
fortable home in _ Prescot, 
asked his mother to des- 
cribe how he has at last 
achieved success. His powerful 
new headphone hearing aid 
enabled him tc listen but his 
special electric typewriter, his 
chief means of communication, 
was at his office in nearby St. 
Helens, and.his mother had to 
form the conversational link 
between us. 

“Tt has taken Trevor so many 
years to achieve a job that he 
hopes other spastics will learn 
from his experiences,” she de- 
clared. “His most important 
piece of advice is: Never give 
up! There are a great many 


spastics who think the world :° 


owes them something. Others 
take the-view that their handi- 
caps let them off making any 
real effort, or that it will all be 
wasted if they do. 

“This sort of attitude is no 
good at all. Trevor has al- 
ways maintained that it is 
nobody’s fault that he, or 
anyone else, is a_ spastic. 
Therefore before he could 
ask anything of the world he 


had to be able to contribute © 
something in return. That’s - 


why, right from childhood, 


he has pressed on and on - 


with books and study 


courses, and persevered all - 


the time to take a social part 

in the world around him. 

“Of course it wasn’t easy. As 
a boy he would often come 
home heartbroken because 
people had laughed and 
pointed at him, or treated him 
like an imbecile. But he would 
gather up his courage and go 
off out again, determined to 
face the world and learn what 
it was all about. 

“Fortunately I am a teacher 
myself, and was able to give 
him lessons at home, Then he 
went to a private school for 
three years, and was about to 


EIGHTEEN PONTIN CAMPS 
will be selling jewellery made 
by spastic homeworkers in the 
coming holiday season. 

This splendid order comes as 
a result of Pontin’s satisfaction 
with a sample range of goods 
that they took late in the season 
last year. 

Mr. Arthur Dobson, the 
Society’s Homework Manager, 
thinks that there are good 
prospects of a nice build-up of 
repeat orders. This one amounts 
to no less than 757 pieces 
valued at over £500. 

The letter confirming the 
arrangements came on_ the 
‘unlucky’ 13th February, to- 
gether with a request from the 
Pontin Shops Controller, Mr. 
R. O. Barnsley, for display 
material ‘to draw attention to 
the very worthy cause.’ 

Last year, the Society’s Staff 


be transferred to a_ special 


school when war broke out and 
the teachers were called up. 


“It was during those war 
years that Trevor realised to 
the full that his future depen- 
ded on his own efforts. He car- 
ried on studying alone and put 
tremendous concentration into 
learning to type, to walk with- 
out help and to find his way 
about towns and streets by 
studying the position of the 
sun at particular times of the 
day. 


Correspondence Courses 


“His next. step was to take 
a correspondence course in 
English with the Ruskin Col- 
lege at Oxford, and he com- 
pleted this successfully. Then 
came seven very gruelling 
years studying for a diploma 
in accountancy and commerce. 

“After gaining the Diploma, 
Trevor thought that at last he 
could begin a career, and he 
started job-hunting with high 
hopes. He failed. He must have 
approached at least 40 different 
firms, but they all turned him 
down. Dozens of times he 
begged to be allowed to work 
in_an office for nothing, just 
to gain experience, but they 
wouldn’t even give him that 
chance. In fact, if Trevor has 
any feeling against society in 
general it’s that so many 
people won’t give. a_handi- 
capped person the smallest 
chance to show what he can 
do. 

“The Spastics Society did all 
they could to find Trevor a job, 
but. they found it impossible 
too. They also offered him 
work in one of their centres, 
but he felt that after all those 
years of study he must per- 
severe towards an independent 
career. 

“Finally he wrete to Mr. 

Harold Wilson. He wasn’t 

Prime Minister then, just MP 


Spastic Homeworkers ‘ Go Pontinental ’ 


Social Club arranged an enter- 
taining film show of films of the 
various Pontin camps. It may 
not be generally known that 
Mr. Pontin himself generously 
organises a free holiday for the 
disabled at one of his seaside 
camps every year, 


LORD IDDESLEIGH 
BECOMES A PATRON OF 
THE SOCIETY 


THE EARL OF IDDESLEIGH 
has accepted an invitation to 
become a patron of The Spas- 
tics Society. 

Lord Iddesleigh, who offici- 
ally opened the Trengweath 
Centre in Plymouth last Sep- 
tember, has long been inter- 
ested in the cause of. handi- 
capped children and, with his 
wife, is closely connected with 
the Exeter and Torbay Group. 


Trevor Price at work in the Travel. 
Glass Factory, St. Helens. 


for our constituency of 
Huyton, and he became very 
interested in Trevor. Then 
Mr. Wilson became Prime 
Minister and, to cut a long 
story short, he asked the 
Ministry of Labour and offi- 
cials from the Treasury to 
organise the world’s first 
computer programming 
course for disabled people. 


Trevor and four others were _ 


chosen to take the course, 

and it was held at the Queen 

Elizabeth Training College in 

Surrey last September. 

“Trevor completed the course 
so well that he was accepted 
as a programmer at the Pil- 
kington Glass Factory. 

Trevor, painfully writing by 
hand, added his own postscript 
to his mother’s narrative. 

“The work at the College 
drove me despérate at times, 
but knowing that in my success 
lay the future well-being of 
many disabled people, I some- 
how mastered it. I shall al- 
ways like to think that I and 
fcur other disabled students in 
my class moved handicapped 
people into the technological 
age.” 


A Model Factory 


The Pilkington glass factory 
is a model of modern planning. 

Out of the 1,500 people 
employed at the St. Helens 
works, about 500 are handi- 
capped which is slightly over 
the legal requirement of 3% of 
the work force. 


What is remarkable is the 
complete integration of the 
handicapped workers and their 
able-bodied colleagues. 

Mr. W.' H. Darlington, Man- 
ager of Group Personnel, ex- 
plained the firm’s policy on this 
point. 

“Our attitude is that EVERY- 
ONE is handicapped in some 
way or another,” he declared. 
“We all have ability to do some 
things, and a total inability to 
do others, and we have to plan 
and adjust our lives accord- 
ingly. On this basis we don’t 
label our work-people as handi- 
capped or non-handicapped. 
We accept them all equally as 
people.” 

I asked the Chief Program- 
mer, Mr. Peter Rogers how 
Trevor got on in his depart- 
ment when it was so difficult 
for him to make himself un- 
derstood by speech and he 


agreed that was the main prob- ‘ 


lem, 

“But we're getting over 
that,” he said, “we find we can 
now understand much of what 
he says, and when. we can’t 
he either types or, if his type- 
writer isn’t handy, picks up a 
piece of typed paper and points 
out the letters. 

“We .all get on so well to- 
gether that we’ve almost for- 
gotten that Trevor is a spastic,” 
he went on. 

“What it all boils down to 
is that both sides set out to 
co-operate and met halfway. 
And when you come to think 
of it, that’s what successful 
living is all about, isn’t it?” 


tym x. 


Department at Pilkington's 


| As 


Round Tablers’ 
Cheque for = 
Irton Hall as 


AT A BRIEF ceremony held at . 
Irton Hall on Monday, 29th 
January, 1968, Mr. Eric Perci- 
val, the Chairman of the White- 
haven Round Table, presented 
a cheque for £400 to Mr. John 
Nelson, the headmaster. Attend- 
ing were the members and 
wives of the Round Table and 
the staff and children of the 
school. The money was raised 
as a result of such efforts as 
“Saturday morning car wash- 
ing’, midnight matinees (films) | 
and two “Float Weeks” during 
1967. It would be used to help 
in the purchase of a specially — 
adapted vehicle to transport 
the children. , 

Mr. Nelson, on behalf of the 
Society and the Management 
Committee, thanked the Round 
Table for their most welcome 
and substantial help. He 
realised that in numbers their 
membership was small and it 
was indeed a great achievement 
to exceed their original target 
(£300) by £100. The assistance 
to the school could not have 
come at a more opportune time 
as the Society was finding it 
increasingly more difficult to 
raise funds. 

The number of grossly handi- 
capped children at the school 
was increasing and it would | 
be a real step forward to have 
a vehicle able to accommodate 
wheelchairs. 


Andy’s Stamps 


HALF A DOZEN stamps, some 
of which took half an hour te 
tear off their envelopes, have 
earned a thanks badge from the 
Blue Peter B.B.C. children’s 
television programme for four- 
year-old Andy Randall, of War- 
minster. 


Andy, who is badly physically 
handicapped, has been a Blue 
Peter fan for about a year. 
Recently, he heard an appeal 
on the programme for postage 
stamps which could be sold to 
raise money for homeless 
families. 


Without any prompting from 
his family, he sorted out some 
old envelopes and tore off the 
stamps. The first one or two 
took him half an hour each, 
but he later whittled this down 
to five minutes each. 


When Andy sent his stamps 
to Blue Peter, his. parents— 
members of Bath and District 
Spastics’. Society—sent a cover- 
ing letter. Andy received a 
special letter of thanks and 
congratulation from Blue Peter 
editor Biddy Baxter, the thanks 
badge which he now proudly 
wears on his sweater, auto- 
graphed photographs of the 
programme’s stars, and photo- 
graphs of Blue Peter’s pets. 
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Welfare Officer 
for S.W. Middlesex 


THE SOUTH-WEST Middle- 
sex _ Spastics Society have 
appointed Miss A. Snodden of 
Staines as full-time welfare 
worker and home visitor. 
Before this new job she was a 
health visitor in the area for 
many years. 

The Society and Miss Snod- 
den are anxious that every 
spastic and parent of a spastic 
in the area should be aware 
that a local spastics society 
exists. 

It is unusual for a local group 
to engage a full-time worker. 
Mrs. Barnes, Group Chairman, 
said: “We have been estab- 
lished in this area for some 
time and yet we know that not 


GROUPS 


IN 
THE NEWS 


all spasties are aware of us or 
the special services that we 
offer. We are confident that the 
appointment of Miss Snodden 
will not only result in a great 
improvement in these services, 
but that she will be instrumen- 
tal in developing the extent of 
our work for spastics and their 
parents.” 


New Centre at Exeter 


THE FIRST TURF has been 
cut and building started on a 
£56,000 centre for spastic 
children in the grounds of 
Honeylands Hospital, Exeter. 
It will replace the Exeter and 
Terbay group’s present clinics 
at Countess Wear and Torquay 
and will provide facilities for 
speech and physiotherapy, 
general education and riding 
therapy. 


Extensions at Ponds 


WORK HAS STARTED at 
Pends Home in Buckingham- 
shire on a new dining hall 
with a staff sitting-room and 
dining-room above, and it is 
hoped that the new Hostel 
project will also soon he 


under way. The Hostel, which — 


will provide accommodation 
for more independent mem- 
bers of the Ponds “family”, 
is being paid for by the 
Amersham Friends of Ponds. 


Qxford Publicans Raise £107 


£107 HAS BEEN collected 
for spastics by Oxford licen- 
sees Mr. and Mrs. Farrell of 
the, North Gate Tavern. Their 


cheque was gratefully received _ 


by Mrs. Wiggins, Chairman of 
the Oxford Spastics Welfare 
Society, who said that the 
money would go towards the 
£50,000 needed for a short-stay 
home for the severely handi- 
capped. 


ye - 
. “Special” Party at Paddington 
THE NORTH-WEST LONDON 
' SPASTICS SOCIETY were hosts 
to more than two hundred spas- 
tics at a party held at the Pad- 
dington Work Centre. Guests in- 
cluded Work Centre employees 
and many other more severely 
handicapped spastics. Group 
Chairman Mr. T. Aarons said 
that he wanted the party to be 
‘a special one for those who 
‘could participate in so few 
outside activities. 

1 iF) 


New Committee for Southport 


AN INFORMAL committee 
planned at Southport will co- 
ordinate all local welfare ser- 
vices for the handicapped. 
Chief Welfare Officer, Mr. G. F. 
Gunton, who suggested the 
scheme, said that it has worked 
very well at Norwich where he 
was a welfare officer before 
ing to Southport. 
lembers will. consist of 
resentatives from the Civic 
fare Services and from 


“such as the Spastics 
ja" ‘ 


entertainment 


organisations in the’ 
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WHAT'S WRONG WITH T.V.? 


Dear Editor, 


I AM NOT A great television 
fan and never thought that I 
should be springing to the de- 
fence of the old goggle-box, but 
feel I must take up one or 
two points raised in J. K. 
Hall’s article in the February 
issue, ‘Television and its addic- 
ted Audience.’ 

Firstly, what’s wrong with 
young peopie imitating the 
voices of cartoon characters? 
Weren’t you ever young your- 
self, Mr. Hall? When I was a 
teenager my friends and I con- 
stantly repeated the more banal 
catch phrases from such steam 
radio shows as ‘Take It From 
Here,’ but I don’t think this had 
any adverse effect on our ‘QO’ 
and ‘A’ level results. 

Again, what did the members 
of the “working classes” (as Mr. 
Hall quaintly calls them) do be- 
fore television was invented? 
Did they sit making intellectual 
conversation or pursuing some 
worthwhile hobby? I suspect 
that many were in the pubs 
boozing away the mony which 
should have been spent on food 
ani clothing for their families. 
Mr. Hall seems to deplore this 
decline in pub-crawling but at 
least most women know where 
their husbands are now, of a 
Saturday night. If they’re glued 
to the wrestlinz and old Ameri- 
can films all evening they can’t 
come home drunk and beat up 
their wives, or—worse still— 
their children. 

I cee that Mr. Hall is a resi- 
dent of the Bedford, and surely 
he must realise that there are 
some spastics, with no use 
at all in their limbs, who 
can barely sit up unsupported. 
For these people television has 
opened up a whole new world. 
If they’ve missed out on formal 
education they still have an 
opportunity to learn something 
from the many _ excellent 
schools’ broadeasts and docu- 
mentary programmes on both 
channels. 

And surely, even watching 
‘Magic Roundabout’ is better 
than staring at a blank wall. 

Yours sincerely, 
DOROTHY EDWARDS, 


Stevenage, Herts. 


T.V. MENACE 
Dear Editor, 


I AGREE wholeheartedly with 
the article on television. As an 
older spastic I can remember 
the time when the evening’s 
consisted in 
someone playing the piano and 
singing, or reading aloud. 
Sometimes we just played 
games or talked. 

Now we have television all 
the evening and radio all day, 
one meets people in the street 
with transistor radios, and I 
have heard of others falling 
asleep in front of television. I 
would almost forego the 
pleasures of modern entertain- 
ment |for a return to the old 
days. No-one seems to want to 
be quiet any more. 

Yours sincerely, 
MURIEL DELL (Miss). 
Gladys Holman House, 
Rosewarne, 
Camborne, 
Cornwall. 


LESS HELP—AN APPEAL 


Dear Editor, 

THIS IS AN APPEAL which 
I know comes straight from the 
heart of many, if not most, 


‘handicapped people. It is not 


the usual sort of appeal for 
pounds, shillings or pence: not 
for anything material. It is not 
really for more of anything: it 
is for LESS—less ‘help’. More 
patience and understanding 
maybe, but please, less help in 
those little things which to us 
mean independence in varying 
degrees. 

So many well-meaning people 


YOU write to US 


Tell us what you think of the new News—brickbats and bouquets are welcome! 
Please address your letters to: 
The Editor, Spastics News, The Spastics Society, 12 Park Crescent, London, 


W.1., and print your address clearly at the end of the letter. There is 10s. 6d. 
for each letter published sent by a spastic. 


on seeing us fumbling or strug- 
gling to do something, imme- 
diately do it for us: a quite 
understandable reaction cer- 
tainly and full of good intent, 
but to us it so often spells 
frustration. I can best explain 
what I mean by quoting a 
recent personal experience. 


I was having tea at a spastic 
centre and had with me one of 
my essential possessions — two 
plastic drinking straws. For 
convenience I carry them 
around in a tooth brush case 
into which they fit neatly, the 
longer one being doubled over. 
Having removed the top from 
the case, I was fumbling to pull 
out a straw when ‘help’ arrived. 


A lady took the case from 
me, studied it from all angles 
and asked how I managed to 
drink from such a ‘contraption’. 
Without waiting for a reply, 
she proceeded to carefully pour 
tea into the case and down each 
straw. Desperately shaking my 
head and trying to explain, I 
managed to convey that this 
was not the correct procedure. 


She then sought the advice of 


other people there: did they 
know how the ‘contraption’ 
worked? They did not. 


Off she went to ‘find someone 
who understood: such things’, 
leaving it behind, whereupon I 
extended a straw and drank 
what remained of my ‘cuppa’ 
—something of which I had 
almost given up hope. 

Two lengths of plastic tube 
tucked in a tooth brush case— 
such simple things and yet they 


caused a quite umnecessary - 


commotion because someone 
did not wait to see what I was 
doing or to ask if I would like 
a little assistance. 


So PLEASE, offer assist- 
ance if you wish, but please 
don’t ‘take charge’. If we 
are truly in difficulties we 
do not hesitate to ask for 
help. My appeal is to every- 
one, not only to the handi- 
eapped; the world will wait 
for us. Have patience please. 


Yours sincerely, 
J. SMART (Miss), 


“Coombe Dene”, School Lane, 
North Newington, nr. Banbury, 
Oxon. 


MISS AUSTRALIA SHOWS OFF HER KANGAROO SKIN COAT 


Helen Newton, a vivacious 21-year-old, has just left Scotland after 

staying with Mr. and Mrs. J. McLean of Newburgh, near where her 

grandfather used to live. She was chosen from 800 contestants, who 

have to know how to speakand have to be intelligent—as well as 

pretty, by the Australian Cerebral Palsy Association. On her return, 
Helen will take part in fund-raising campaigns for spastics. 


ANOTHER VESOA TRIUMPH 
(he adult Size Wheelchair compact 


i ce Z 
ft ‘ 


enough for 


VESSA PUSH CHAIR 


car chair. 


first. 


S.W.15. 


Telephone: Alton 2294 


A member of the Vokes Group 


This new Ves 


r the boot of a small car 


SS ee ee 


sa wheelchair has been engineered to be a robust everyday 
chair suitable for today’s conditions of small housing units, small cars, etc. 
—in fact, it is the MINICHAIR for the MINI era, not just a lightweight 


ALL THESE FEATURES ARE STANDARD FOR ONLY £45 2s. 6d. 


‘QQ Chair telescopes and folds COMPLETE to 27}” long x 20}” high 
x 10” wide in five simple movements—no bits and pieces to detach 


Unique patented safety folding mechanism—chair in use will not 
collapse even if not fully opened. 

QO Padded armrests and non-slip swingaway, detachable footrests fold 
at the push of a finger—no pins and locks to bother with. 

QO Weighs only 38 Ib. with all equipment. 

Ql Chrome finished for easy cleaning. 

QO = Double cover reinforced backrest and seat. 

OG Pneumatic tyred wheels. 

QO Highly manoeuvrable and easy to push. 


Carriage paid U.K. Please ask your local Vessa stockist for full details or 
write to: Vessa Ltd., at Queen Mary’s Hospital, Roehampton, London, - 


VESSA LTD. :t Queen Mary’s Hospital, Roehampton, London, S.W.1S. 
Telephone: 01-788 4422/5. Works: Paper Mill Lane, Afton, Hants. 


2 KNEE-DEEP IN PENNIES—famous film star, Sylvia Syms, an active 
- member of the Stars Organisation for Spastics, seen here with a torrent 
of pennies when she helped push over a beacon at the Three Horse 
Shoes Hotel, nr. Hemel Hempstead, Herts. Over £200 had been 
contributed by the customers over a period of a few months, a 

_ wonderful effort. 


Life Sentence 


Death of Mrs. Eddie 


MRS. BISHOP (Chairman of 
the Walthamstow Group) in- 
forms us of ‘he death of Mrs. 
Eddie who was the wife of Mr. 
B T, Eddie, founder (12 years 
ago) of the Walthamstow 
Group. 


sor many years Mr. Eddie 
was chairman of the Group. 
Mrs. Eddie also worked tire- 
lessly for spastics and together 
they earned themselves con- 
siderable respect and admira- 
tion throughout the district. 


Mrs. Eddic’s death is a sad 
loss to the Group. Letters of 
condolence should be sent to 
Mr. Eddie at 42, Chester Road, 


“THE MAJORITY of spastics 
are ordinary people who are 
serving a life imprisonment in 
a damaged body,” Peterborough 
Rotary Club members were 
told recently. The speaker was 
a past president, Mr. E. Smed- 
ley, who was describing the 
aims of the newly - formed 
Peterborough ’62 Club. 


Ten Years Ago 
From ‘Spastics News’ of 

A “made by spastics” exhibition 
was held at the Guildhall <o 
launch the 1958 Christmas Seals 
Campaign. The items displayed 
came from the Society’s schools 
and centres and included needle- 
work, pottery, baskets, woodwork 
and weaving. 

The art section was warmly 
praised, particularly those paint- 
ings by children at Craig-y-Parc 


Mr. 
Douglas 
Arter 


GOOD WISHES FROM THE SPASTIC LEAGUE 


HEN the Editor extended to me the privilege 

of writing a few lines in your new Spastics 

News I was delighted, for this marks a turning point 

in our relationship and also a great new initiative 
on the part of the Society. 

My Company REGIONAL POOLS PRO- 


‘MOTIONS LIMITED, has been concerned with 


raising funds for the Spastics Society for over ten 
years and the results of our efforts have exceeded 
our wildest dreams. In the early days, although 
we were on business terms with the Society, there 
was no close association between us. 

As the years have passed the.whole of our 
organisation — the staff, our supervisors and 
collectors — have gradually become closely involved 
with the problems and aspirations of spastics, and 
the relationship between ourselves and the Society 
is now closer than at any time in the past. 

Your problems are our problems and vice-versa 
and the very difficulties which the Spastics Society 


is now facing, particularly in the financial field, are 
accepted as a challenge by us from which we shall 


not shrink. We look forward to a closer and more 
positive support from local Groups in our aim to 
increase membership and, thereby, donations to 
the Society. 

A wholehearted effort from all of us is needed 
now; without it, the cause of spastics, generally, is 
bound to suffer. I wish the Editor, Mr. Beckett, 
and the Spastics Society the best of luck with the 
new newspaper. : 


MANAGING DIRECTOR 


I HAVE undertaken to write a 
column every month for the 
new Spastics News and in this 
way I hope to open the door 
of my office so to speak and 
write quite frankly on at least 
one important topic every 
month. I am concerned this 
month with the gravity of the 
economic situation and _ its 
effect upon the Society and the 
Local Groups. 

It is generally accepted that 
devaluation will not of itself 
solve the problems in this 
country, but rather will provide 
a breathing space and oppor- 
tunities to be seized. Voluntary 
bodies concerned with human 
welfare have an important part 
to play in the new situation, 
but they must first look critic- 
ally at their own work, shed all 
that which is uneconomic or 
wasteful, and slim down to an 
acceptable athletic size. They 
should also become very sensi- 
tive to the situation which is 
developing in Local Authority 
areas where, because of the 
Chancellor’s switch of _ re- 
sources, the effect of severe 
restraint is likely to be felt, 
and where those in the greatest 
need are likely to be the prin- 
cipal sufferers. 

The Government has, for 
example, asked all Local Auth- 
orities to review capital expen- 
diture apart from housing and 
school programmes, and to 
postpone all those which can 
be postponed without ‘“un- 
acceptable damage to the stand- 
ard of services.” It has been 
said, furthermore, that projects 
which have already been auth- 
orised but which are not com- 
mitted by contract, must be 
included in the review. Local 
authorities are also enjoined to 
review current expenditure, 


THE DIRECTOR — 
WRITES -. . oes 
$ ; ak ? 


eae 


and proposals to recruit addi- 
tional staff or start new ser- 
vices are to be scrutinised with 
particular care. ors 


Developments of this sort 
will throw a heavy burden on 
voluntary organisations and the 
Spastics Society and its Local 
Groups must become el 
larly sensitive to the needs of 
spastics who suffer or who are 
likely to suffer because of the 
cut-backs, which will fall most 
heavily on those who are badly 


handicapped. Many of these and. 


their parents will have their 
cherished hopes for placement 
in residential homes and day 
centres sadly dashed. 


The cut-backs will also make 
it much more difficult for 
charities to collect money, to 


support their good work. So far — 


as the Spastics Society and its 
Local. Groups are concerned, 


the situation could reach crisis 


proportions since there are no 
less than 105 centres to sup- 
port. Not only must we all at 
least double our efforts, but we 


must talk freely about our ~ 


problems to our friends and 
acquaintances in an endeavour 
to enlist their support or at 
least increase their understand- 
ing of the effect that the 
present economic crisis may 
have upon the most neglected 
sections of our population, the 
severely handicapped and the 
aged. ; 


The Director of the Society, Mr. James Loring, photographed by Bill 
Hargreaves being interviewed on T.V. by Robert Kee, on a programme 


on Mental Subnormality Hospitals. 


E.17. 


On the Absurdity of Buying British *y toucustont 


BRITAIN IN FULL RETREAT from Aden, 
at a deadlock with Rhodesia, cringing before 
De Gaulle, and hitched willy-nilly to LBJ]’s war 
chariot, now seems more determined than ever 
to commit national hara-kiri. 


Having already upset our EFTA partners by 
the import surcharge, alienated Australia by 
devaluing without warning, and cancelled an 
enormous order from South Africa, we now 
fall back on an ill-judged jingoistic attempt to 
persuade everyone to “Buy British”. Since the 
population explosion that occurred with the 
Industrial Revolution, we have been a trading 
nation; that means not merely selling to the 
rest of the world but buying from them in 
return. 


How dependent we are on such trading rela- 
tions is obvious to anyone who contrived to 
subsist on one egg, 4 pound of cheese, a small 
cutlet and virtually no sugar per week during 
the war, let alone put up with the inconveni- 
ence of shortages of soap and a hundred other 
items considered normal in the life of the 20th 
century. Even then, orange juice and bananas 
were considered so essential for children that 
they were reserved for them. 


Have the dietary needs of the young so 
changed that mothers will now be condemned 
as unpatriotic if they buy these foods for their 
children? — or will a new “ground nuts 
scheme” for home production be attempted? 
If so, bananas from Bournemouth, avocado 
pears from Aylesbury, oranges from Oswestry, 
gorgonzola from Giggleswick, tea from Tor: 
quay and coffee from Kensington, will no 
doubt be the slogans of such a campaign con- 


and Wilfrid Pickles Schools. 


demned to a failure even more shattering than 
the other one. 

How far have we travelled from the late 
Ernie Bevin’s expressed desire to. “tear up 
passports and go wherever 1 damn well 
please!” At the government’s pleasure, the 
citizen is now graciously allowed to go abroad 
with a meagre £50, or else on business. How 
can exporters understand what other nations 
like or need unless they have a slightly better 
than nodding acquaintance with those 
nations? 

To be in a position of acute inferiority with 
every other nation in the world — except l 
believe Algeria — when abroad is bad enough 
but to expect to make friends with a peseta in 
one hand and an order book in the other ts 
naive to a degree. 

No doubt the powers that be would be only 
too delighted if everyone was content to holi- 
day in the Scilly Isles, drink near beer or 
invalid wine, smoke dandelion leaves and wear 
woolly vests, but merely to pose the question 
is to reveal its patent absurdity. 

In any case are Vauxhall or Ford cars British, 
are Heinz beans, Cadbury’s cocoa, Cooper’s 
marmalade, petrol, oil, paraffin, — or pearls, 
produced by the sole resources of what can be 
mined or grown in the sole confines of the 
British Isles? Even winter milk production is 
largely owed to imported oil cake. 

It looks as though this pathetic chauvinistie 
attempt at economic autarchy will tax the 
finest brains in the country to produce ersatz 
equivalents in the best manner of pre-war Ger- 
many — except that the scientists are leaving 
Britain as fast as they can. 


Hugh’s View 


strikes a 


chord ! 


i 
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Why do more people 


take Rennies for their 
indigestion than any 
other remedy of its kind ? 


One reason is that Rennies are | 
pleasant to take. Another, is that 
Rennies act quickly. But themain. > 
reason must be that people find 
Rennies effective. So next time your 
digestion is upset, remember, more 
people find relief with Rennies than 
with any other remedy of its kind. 


owe RENNIES 


7 Ye 


the indigestion tablets that really work 


A NICHOLAS (N) PRODUCT 
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NEW RESIDENTIAL ASSESSMENT CENTRE 
at FITZROY SQUARE | 


A Special Article by Margaret Morgan, M.B.E. 
HEAD of SOCIAL WORK & EMPLOYMENT DEPARTMENT 


FOR SOME YEARS NOW the Society has been planning to improve the facilities 


drastically cut. After much thought and dis- The building is on five floors, with a large the Hagen ee oN facing them and the ite The Principal Psychologist f 
cussion the Committee agreed that the need to _ basement, and we have arranged the accommoda- /" Which t a he pel pt can one } € 
provide better services and facilities for families | ton as conveniently as possible for everyone. Seri : si fa ir ms as eoaice ~ seine Ny ae 
and for spastic adolescents and adults merited BASEMENT—Services, including: Clubs eee ee ek i fe ta ee es a - Sy) 
some priority in the planning programme and and Holidays Office, Homework Section, In- ee ont 5 one. latrist an Pit eet eis : LR 
_ the project was approved. formation Service and Exhibition area, ie at WS ie AL! en ee aie hts nee QO 
‘os As soon as the final decision was made plans Kitchen and Laundry. t : cae 0 ba a give help with educationa \ \ 
were put into operation for redecorating the GROUND FLOOR—Social Work & Em- 2¢ ° a ie ae the paediatricians to advise 
premises and adapting them to provide residen- ployment Department Administration, in- 7% Me@lCcal aspects. 
tial, consulting and office-accommodation, and cluding Head of Department’s office, Careers - * 4 
lists of furniture and equipment were drawn up. Advisory and Placement Sections. Vocational Courses will continue 
_ Fortunately it was not necessary to make many Ist & 2nd FLOORS—Residential accom- Our Vocational Assessment Courses will con- 
sce sie seonacgceee Roane tinue as before, but now we plan to hold four or 
five Courses each year in London and ihe other 
five or six in different parts of the country. 
London should certainly provide many new 
opportunities for testing initiative! 
A new one-day vocational assessment has re- 
cently been introduced, which will be held at the 
Fitzroy Square Centre, and other plans are in 
f hand to introduce new types of courses for more 
heavily handicapped young and older people. 
The accommodation will also be available for 
short conferences for spastic people, and Mr. 
Hargreaves has already booked several week- 
ends for ’62 Club members. The Holiday Organ- 
iser hopes to arrange a London holiday for a oe 
group of handicapped people during August and 
with the many other new ideas that we have in 
mind we have a busy programme ahead of us. 
All these activities cost money and it is 
essential to recover as much of the expenditure 
as possible, without depriving people of the ser- LESLIE GARDNER, B.Sc., Dip.Ed., Dip.Psych. 
LESLIE GARDNER became head of the Society’s 
Psychology Department in 1965. He started working 
with the Society, for a few hours a week, in 1958, 
found the work of advising on children’s education 
and training so absorbing and worthwhile, that his 
interest grew and he joined the Society full-time in 
1962. 
Previously he had worked as an Educational 
Psychologist with Surrey ate Council oe = 
Great Ormond Street Hospital. e is seconded to 
In the attractive playroom on the third floor, Mrs. B. Gould, the Society’s Senior Social Worker, con- aS OF ceasousrshaene snatiliete ana eae 
i. sults with a Social Worker from Hampshire and the Consultant Paediatrician, Dr. J. Rubie. He studied at London University after a spell as 
4 ; : Radar Officer in the Royal Navy, qualified in Educa- 
“a IN ORDER TO AVOID the in- GROUPS CHIP IN TOO tion and Psychology, and after a period of teaching 
A: z oy: and researc on wha’ as come 
‘s evitably long journeys for families A letter was sent out by the Director to local his major professional interest—finding out about 
living in the North of Enelane a Groups of the Society, asking if they would be fie ways pa Baping can een Chests 
u ae ; , spite of handicaps. He feels that the progress spastic 
ns 1 ae foe just ae Syeae Rae, willing to contribute towards the se running children make, depends a great deal ae the early 
p t with the North costs of the Fitzroy Square Centre, and the response training that parents and teachers and therapists 
a ny Sep yen ABE ospital Board the has been very enthusiastic. The first Group to reply Sanlin borntee Contes Gn ieee nee 
7 families sit the Services for the was the Pontefract and District Spastic Association great opportunities for finding out more about the 
Handicapped Child Unit at the — Blin BE EER are ee Meeckles sssescment Hecke eae eee we 
i Royal Manchester Children’s Hospi- shige up by £100:from Jersey. Midland peosies he has recently completed a book, foacther with a r 
| tal, Pendlebury, and are seen by a tion, Bolton, Horsham, Crawley and District, colleague “The Young Handicapped Child” which he 
panel of Consultants, and the Bradford, Swansea, Slough, Manchester, West Kent, hopes ‘will ‘prove helpful to parents and sadeeys 
- Society’s Senior Social Worker for Launceston, Preston, Lancaster, Morecambe and pete See ar a ie ee B 
the North. This arrangement is — District, Colchester, Cardiff, Nottingham and psychologists. “We can’t resist little pieces of r 


| discuss their problems wit 
| everyone c 


for families and children who seek the advice of the Assessment Panel. Lack of space 
at Park Crescent had prevented the expansion of these services and many families 
have had long distances to travel to London and home again. 

Parents with their spastic child often had a very early start and then arrived at 
Park Crescent tired and apprehensive, feeling sure that their child was not going to be 
at his best. After the assessment many families had to rush away to catch trains and 
so had little time to talk over the recommendations and what they might involve. 


ALL UNDER CNE ROOF 


Last year premises came on to the market 
in Fitzroy Square which seemed ideally suited to 
our plans for an Assessment and Family Services 
Centre in London. The building had been a 
private nursing home and in addition to being 
very conveniently placed for the Society’s present 
Head Office in Park Crescent, was very near 28 
Fitzroy Square, which for a number of years had 
been the Society’s Headquarters and is well re- 
membered as the place where many of the main 
developments of the Society were planned. 

There was also an urgent need to provide 
more office accommodation at Park Crescent and 
the building in Fitzroy Square was just about 
big enough to hold the whole of the Social Work 
& Employment Department, the Psychology 
Department and the Consultants. 

The advantages of combining the new facili- 
ties with office accommodation for the Social 
Workers, Careers Advisers, Placement Officers, 
Psychologists and Consultants soon became 
evident and has meant that all the present staff 
can be involved in the work of the centre and 


_- additional services be provided with the mini- 
*. mum of extra staff. 


_- The Executive Committee was, however, 


_ faced with a difficult decision, as the opportunity 


to purchase the new centre came at a time when 


the future development programme had to be 


working very well and families are 
grateful to have the additional time 


oncerned, | 


— 


structural alterations and the building seemed to 
lend itself well to the range of activities that 
we had planned. 

We decided that the most important task 
facing us was to turn a rather desolate and dirty 
old building into a welcoming and comfortable 
place where families and a great variety of other 
people would feel at home. Miss Shirley Keene 
was recruited to look after the furnishings and 
curtains in the bedrooms, sitting rooms and din- 
ing room, and Mr. Elwes was consulted about 
adaptations to bathroom and toilet facilities. 

On January 13/14th the office move took place, 
when 72 members of the Social Work & Employ- 
ment Department, Psychology Department and 
Consultants were installed in their new home, 
and the Publications Department, including the 
office of Spastic News, moed back to Park 
Crescent. The common problems of all new 
centres soon confronted us—lift out of order, 
toilets overflowing, windows that wouldn’t close 
(or wouldn’t open), and the usual tales of woe 
—but work went on and we are gradually settling 
in. 

Furniture and equipment for the residential 
floors began to arrive, Shirley made the curtains 
and loose covers, the housekeeper joined us and 
we prepared to take our first overnight visitors 
in March. 


Bridgwater have each donated £25; and Monmouth 
and Loughborough £20 each; Central Surrey, 
Thurrock, Canterbury, Oxfordshire, £10 each: and 
Gloucester, 5 gns. at the time of going to Press. 
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Miss Margaret Morgan. now installed in her new office on the ground floor of 16 Fitzroy Square, talks 
to a visitor about a difficult case history. 


modation. Bedrooms accommodating 25 
people, Sitting and T.V. Rooms, Playrooms, 
Dining Room. 

3rd FLOOR—Psychology Department and 
Consultants’ Rooms, Occupatiofial Therapist, 
Playroom and Parents’ Waiting Room. 


4th FLOOR — Social Workers and some 
typists. 


In addition to being able to offer families 
overnight accommodation and meals when they 
bring their child for assessment we have many 
plans for extending and improving our services. 
We hope to hold short residential and_non-resi- 
dential Family Courses to give people with 
similar problems the opportunity to meet to- 
gether and to talk over with each other and with 


* The Occupational Therapist, Miss D. Mercer, play- 
ing with a young patient who is propped up on 
one of Miss Mercer’s home-made rubber wedges. 
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that litters his home in Wimbledon, 
‘ Y x ey 


vices that they need. In order to help with the 
running costs we have introduced fees for some 
of the services and we hope that Local Authorities 
will be prepared to co-operate, as we do not 
expect parents to pay for the assessment services. 


We are looking forward to welcoming and 
sharing ideas with visitors from Local Groups, 
from Local Authorities and from the great 
variety of professions that are working with 
spastic people and their families. But, above all, 
we look forward to welcoming families, children 
and spastic people of all ages to our new centre 
in Fitzroy Square. 


research on Frances and James from time to time— 
they’re very understanding!” . 
Amongst his other interests is geology—the study 


of recks and their fossils, to add to the collection 


*. J 
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| NATIONAL SCHOOLS etc. 


~Tschools and Further Education 


CRAIG-Y-PARC SCHOOL, Pentyrch, Cardiff, 
WILFRED PICKLES SCHOOL, Duddington, Stamford, 


THOMAS DELARUE SCHOOL, Shipbourne Road, Ton- 
bridge, Kent. 


INGFIELD MANOR, Five Oaks, Billingshurst, Sussex, 

IRTON HALL SCHOOL, Holmrock, Cumberland. 

CASTLE PRIORY COLLEGE, Wallingford, Berkshire. 

OAKWOOD FURTHER EDUCATION CENTRE, Kelve- 
don, Essex. 


DENE PARK FURTHER EDUCATION CENTRE, Ship- 
bourne Road, Tonbridge, Kent. 


HAWKSWORTH HALL, Guiseley, Leeds, Yorks. 


MELDRETH TRAINING SCHOOL, Meldreth, - Nr. 
Royston, Herts. - 


Affiliated Schools 


BIRTENSHAW HALL SPECIAL SCHOOL FOR 
SPASTICS, Bromley Cross, Bolton, Lancs. 


DAME HANNAH ROGERS SCHOOL FOR CEREBRAL 
PALSIED CHILDREN, Ivybridge, Devon. 

PERCY HEDLEY SCHOOL, Forest Hall, Newcastle. 
upon-Tyne, 12, 

ST. MARGARET’S SCHOOL, Coombe Rial Croydon, 
Surrey. 


Industrial Work and Training 


BIRMINGHAM SHELTERED WORKSHOP & HOSTEL, 
Meadway Works, Garretts Green Lane, Birmingham 
323, 

SHERRARDS,. Digswell Hill, Old Welwyn, Herts. 

BROADSTONES HOSTEL, Broadstone Road, Birming- 
ham 26, 

PADDINGTON WORK CENTRE, Sutherland Avenue, 
London W.9. 

CHESTER OFFICE TRAINING CENTRE, Western 
Avenue, Blacon, Cheshire. 

CHINGFORD WORK CENTRE, Ray Lodge Congrega- 
tional Hall, Globe Road, Woodford Green, Essex, 


SULLY WORK CENTRE, Hayes Road, Sully, Nr. 
Penarth. 


Adult Residential Centres 


BUXTON CENTRE, 34 St. John’s Road, Buxton, 
Derbys. 


4 CAMBORNE CENTRE, Gladys Holman House, Cam- 


borne, Cornwall. 

COOMBE FARM CENTRE, Oaks Road, Croydon. 

WAKES HALL CENTRE, Wakes Colne, Essex. 

DARESBURY HALL CENTRE, Daresbury, Nr. Warring- 
ton, Lancs. 

KYRE PARK HOUSE, Kyre Magna, Tenbury Wells, 
Worcs, 

PONDS HOME, Seer Green, Nr. Beaconsfield, Bucks. 

PRESTED HALL AND THE GRANGE, Feering, Kelve- 
don, Essex, 

JACQUES HALL CENTRE, Bradfield, Nr. Manning- 
tree, Essex. 

THORNGROVE AGRICULTURAL CENTRE, Gillingham, 
Dorset. © 


Family Help Units 


THE MOUNT, Elm Bank, Mapperley Road, Nottingham. 
SOUTHFIELD, 290 Wilbraham Road, Manchester 16. 


TRENGWEATH SPASTICS CENTRE, Hartley Road, 
Plymouth, Devon. 


Holiday Hotels 


$.0.S. HOLIDAY HOTEL FOR SPASTICS CHILDREN, 
Colwall Court, Bexhill, Sussex. 

THE BEDFONT HOTEL, Marine Parade West, Clacton- 
on-Sea, Essex. 

THE ARUNDEL PRIVATE HOTEL, 23 The Leas, West- 
cliff-on-Sea, Essex, 


Hostels 


HALIFAX HOTEL, Heathbank, Linden Road, Halifax, 
Yorks. 

BRISTOL HOSTEL, Elphick House, 180 Ashley Down 
Road, Bristol 7. 

EASTCOTE HOSTEL, 8 Sunningdale Avenue, Eastcote, 
Ruislip, Middx. 

CHESTER HOSTEL, 5 Newton Lane, Hoole, Chester, 

NORWICH HOSTEL, 403 Unthank Road, Norwich, 

SOUTHAMPTON HOSTEL, Merlyn House, West End 
Road, West End, Southampton. « 

SWANSEA HOSTEL, 94 Newton Road, Mumbles, 
Swansea, Glam. 


WOODFORD HOSTELS, 6 Snakes Lane, Woodford 
Green, Essex. 24 Glengall Road, Woodford Green, 


Essex. 
THORNTON HEATH HOSTEL, 215 Melfort Road, 
Thornton Heath, Surrey. 


This funicular-type transport conveys the 
children from the Colwall Court Holiday 
Hotel to the beach. This lovely place in 
Sussex was specially boughtin 1959 by 
the Stars Organisation for Spastics. 


A view of the front entrance of Thomas 


Delarue School, in Tonbridge, Kent, 


This purpose-built Secondary School was officially opened by H.R.H. The Duke of 
Edinburgh in 1963, and accommodates 87 boys and girls. 


LOCAL GROUP SERVICES— 4y Region 


North Region 


Cumberland, Westmorland, and Furness  Spastics 
Society, Carlisle & Maryport. WORH. 


Darlington and District Spastics Society, H. 
South Shields and District Spastics Society. H. 


Sunderiand and District Spastics Society, Sunderland. 
WGA 
Tees-Side:Spastics Society, Middlesbrough. W T E. 


Yorkshire Region 


Barnsley and District Association. 

Bradford and District Branch, Bradford. R. 

Halifax and District Spastics Society, Halifax. W. 
Hull Group, Bridlington. H. 

Leeds and District Spastics Society. W. 

Sheffield and District Spastics Society, Sheffield. O CT. 


York and District Spastics Group, Grimston House, 
Deighton, Nr. York. R TC. 


Huddersfield and District Spastics Society, Huddersfield, 
Oo, 


Manchester Region 


Barrow-in-Furness and District Spastic and Handicapped 
Children’s Society. C. 


Blackburn and District Spastics Group, Blackburn. T C, 
Manchester and District Spastics Society. T E. 
Oldham and District Spastics Society, Oldham. T.C.O, 
Preston and District Spastics Group, Preston. T C H. 
Sale oman and District Spastics Society, Sale, 


Stockport, East Cheshire and High Peak Spastics 
Society, Stockport. TCO. 


Urmston and District Group, Urmston. T C O. 


Merseyside and North Wales 
Region 


Birkenhead Spastic Children’s Society, Birkenhead. 
TC, 


Crosby, Bootle, Litherland and District Spastics Society. 


Warrington and District Group for the Welfare of 
Spasti¢s, Warrington. O. 


Chester and District Spastics Association, Chester, T E, 
Crewe and District Spastics Society, Crewe. 0. 


Southport, Formby and District Spastics Society, 
Southport. H. 


Widnes Spastics Fellowship Group, Widnes, O, 


East Midland Region 


Lincolnshire Spastics Centre, Scunthorpe. W R. 


Chesterfield and District Spastics Society, Chesterfield. 
TCO. 


Derby and District Spastics Society, Derby, T. 


Grimsby, Cleethorpes and District Friends of Spastics 
Society, Grimsby, T 


Leicester and District Spastics Society, Leicester. T C. 
Scunthorpe and District Spastics Society, Scunthorpe, C. 
Nottingham and District Friends of Spastics Society. H. 


West Midland Region 


Coventry and District Spastics Society, Coventry. 


RWO 
Dudley and District Spastic Group. Dudley, T C O, 


Midland Spastic Association, Carlson House School, 
TEOWC. 


North Staffordshire Spastics Association, T O, 
Shropshire Spastics Society. H. 

Stafford and District Spastic Association. T. 
Herefordshire Spastics Society, H. 


South Wales Region 


Cardiff and District Spastics Association, Cardiff, C O. 
Kenfig Hill and District Spastics Society, CT O. 


Swansea and District Spastics Association, Swansea, 
TCW. 
Swansea and District Spastics Society. O, 


T—Treatment Available 
E— Educational 


W—Work Centre 
H—Holiday Home 
C—Child Care 


O—Occupational Centre R—Residential Centre 


East Anglia Region 


Ipswich and East Suffolk Spastics Society, Ipswich. W. 
Marfotk and Norwich Spastics Association, Norwich, 


Southend-on-Sea and District Spastics Society, South- 
end-on-Sea, OC, 


Peterborough and District Spastics Society, Peter- 
berough, O. 


Northern Home Counties 
Region 


Bedford and District Branch, Bedford. TO WCE. 


Luton, Dunstable and District Spastics Group, Luton. 
TEC, 


Oxfordshire Spastics Welfare Society, Oxford. TOC, 


Watford and District Group, Hertfordshire Spastics 
Society, Watford. TE OC, 


Wycombe and District Spastics Society, High Wycombe, 
Sere 


Wessex Region 


Bournemouth, Poole and District Spastics Society, 
Bournemouth. C T E H. 


Cheltenham and. District Spastics Association, Chelten- 
ham. ETC, 


Isle of Wight Spastics Society, T E W. 


Portsmouth and District Spastics Society, Portsmouth. 
WwW. 

Southampton and District Spastics Association, South- 
ampton, T CE O W, (Day Centre TCE Work Centre 
OW). 

Swindon and District Spastics Society, Swindon. H. 


Winchester and District Spastics Society, Winchester. 
oO. 


West Region 


Bath and District Spastics Society, Bath. T, 


Bridgwater and District Friends of Spastics Association, 
Bridgwater, T, 


Bristol Spastics Association, Bristol, C W. 
Exeter and Torbay Spastics Society, Exeter, T. 


Plymouth Spastics (C.P.) Association, Plymouth, 
WCOTER 


Cornish Spastics Society. H. 
Yeovil and District Spastics Welfare Society. H, 


London Region 


NORTH 

Central Middlesex Spastics Society. W. 

East London Spastics Society, H. 

Ilford, Romford and District Spastics Association. O. 


North London Area Association of Parents and Friends 
of Spastics. T C. 


North-West London Spastics Society, W, 
Friends of Cheyne Spastics Centre. R, 


SOUTH 
Croydon and District Spastics Society. TE WC, 
North Surrey Group. W, 


Epping Forest and District Branch, Epping. T O, 
North West Kent Spastics Group, Erith. W, 
South East London Group, Clacton. H. 

West Kent Spastics Society, Bromley. W. 


South-East Region 


Brighton, Hove and District Spastics Society, O C, 

East Sussex Group, C, 

Maidstone Area Spastics Group, Maidstone, T, 

Medway Towns Branch, C T. 

White Lodge Spastics Centre, Chertsey, Surrey. 
TEOC, 

Worthing, Littlehampton & District Spastics Society, W, 

Tunbridge Wells, Tonbridge & Area Group. CT. 

Central Surrey Group. O. 

Folkestone Group. H, 

South East Surrey, Redhill. WT O. 


mi NATIONAL CENTRES 
@ GROUP CENTRES 
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The territory of England and Wales is divided { 
each with its own Regional Officer, who is in to 
to the Chief Regional Officer in London. If you 


write to12 


ve hools, Treatment and 


shops, Hostels and Holiday 
l all over the country” 


ative purposes into thirteen Regions, 
cal problems, and who can in turn refer 
| as to which Region you live in, please 
ent. : 


HOW THE SOCIETY 
HELPS SPASTICS 


There are over 75,000 Spastics in Britain. And about a 1,000 more are born 
every year. To help them all is a gigantic problem that cannot be tackled in 
a few years. Specialised treatment, specialised education, training for employ- 
ment, workshops, residential homes, hostels, holiday homes, family help 
units, all are required. And, of course, Research. Educational Research to 
discover new and better methods of teaching these badly handicapped 
people. And Medical Research to discover why Spastics are born Spastic so 
that in the future fewer children will be born with this multiple handicap. 


BRITAIN LEADS THE WORLD 


In its sixteen years the Society has had a tremendous growth thanks to the 
generosity of the public. There are now 138 schools, treatment centres, work- 
shops and homes in England and Wales where many thousands of Spastics 
are helped to improve. Thousands of Spastics who a few years ago would 
have been considered unemployable have been trained to work in industry. 
Many of the schools and residential centres have set standards in treatment 
and education that the world is pleased to copy. The Medical Research 
Unit at Guy’s Hospital, London has earned itself an international repu- 
tation. Yes, Britain leads the world in the treatment of Spastics. 


COST OF HELP EACH YEAR — £1,380,000 


Excluding grants given by Local Authorities, the Society must find £1,380,000 
net each year to maintain the centres, to provide the help so desparately 
needed by Spastics, and to progress with Medical and Educational Research. 


BUT THIS IS NOT ENOUGH 


THERE ARE STILL THOUSANDS OF SPASTICS WHO 
NEED HELP. THE SOCIETY PLANS TO OPEN A 
FURTHER 22 CENTRES IN THE NEXT THREE YEARS. 
NOW IS THE TIME THAT EVERY EFFORT MUST BE 
MADE TO MAKE SURE THE PLAN GOES AHEAD. 


THE SPASTICS SOCIETY, 


12, Park Crescent, London, W.1. 


; : eens SAS es SOS SE SRN SRS 
Work, produ for those able to undertake it, has always been the aim of the 
ety. This is the Work Centre at Southampton, run and maintained by the Local Group, 


8 SPASTICS NEWS 


BABY RELAX Baby Chair can be particularly useful 
to some spastic children. It converts to a High Chair 
and a Swing with Stand, to an adjustable Low 
Chair, Car Seat, Carry Chair and Pottie Chair. 
Canopy, Swing Stand and Pottie included in the 
price, which is £5 6s. 4d. through The Spastics 
Society. It has an unbreakable plastic body which 
tilts to any angle and the side wings, although not 
as big as | should like, do help to restrain head. 


EQUIPMENT FOR THE DISABLED—an _indispen- 
sible four-volume publication which indexes over 
700 items of equipment and adaptations for the 
disabled. Every item is fully described and 
illustrated, with details of where to buy or how to 
make them. The index is available at £7 7s. Od. 
plus postage and packing, from The National Fund 
for Research into Crippling Diseases, Vincent 
House, Vincent Square, London, S.W.1, and for a 
small yearly subscription, one receives up-to-date 
amendments as a matter of course. 


Ask to see ‘EQUIPMENT FOR THE DISABLED”’ 
at your local Public Library or Welfare Department, 
and if they haven’t got it, ask them to, get it. 


NEW!!_The “EPIC” electrically 
powered indoor chair by A.C. 
Cars Ltd., is now available with 
POWER-STEERING. This means 
that the chair can be controlled 
by the slightest movement of a 
small control knob which can be 
designed to meet varying disability 
requirements. 


For the. mechanically-minded, 
the photograph show the all- 
enclosed mechanism of the 
“EPIC,” featuring front-wheel 
drive and powered by a 38-amp 
12-volt battery. The power-driven 
“EPIC”’ is obtainable through the 
Ministry of Health in the normal 
way. 


Will Mrs. J. Pheby, who wrote 
to us about the walker shown in 
the January issue of Spastic 
News, please send her address? 


. MARCH 1968 


For more information on_ these 


appliances or any others, please 


write to me, giving as much detail 
as possible. 
Aids and Appliances, 


N. D. B. ELWES, 

The Spastics Society, 
12 Park Crescent, 
London, W.1. 


CURTAIN FABRICS 


SEE THE NEW SPRING RANGES 
NOW ON DISPLAY 


36”, 48” and 68” WIDTHS 
LARGE SELECTION FROM 3/11 - 12/11 yd. 
FULLY UPHOLSTERED 


DIVAN BEDS 


Can also be 
seen at our 
' Fishponds 
Branch 


Prices from Prices trom 


Single Bed Size Double Bed Size 
Guaranteed : 


£10-19-6 reves = £$49-19-0 


38 - 44 BEDMINSTER PARADE 
BRISTOL 3 Tel. 663249 


' MARCH 1968 


‘ Invalid Tricycles 


are a menace’”’ 
says Bill Hargreaves 


BILL HARGREAVES, the Society’s 62 Club organiser, 
has really made his presence felt recently, as regards the 
Ministry of Health “invalid tricycles’—those well-known 
“little blue bugs” that are seen around everywhere now- 


adays. 


“They are a menace,” he declared, “the design has 
not advanced much beyond a motorised, weatherproof 


bath chair.” 


In the two years that Bill has 
-used his tricycle on ’62 Club 
business and for journeys to 
and from work, numerous 
parts of the vehicle have fallen 
off and have had to be replaced. 


Because of these difficulties, 
Bill has decided to get a 
specially adapted mini-car to 
replace his tricycle, despite the 
fact that he will sacrifice 
Ministry subsidies and a grant 
towards the maintenance of his 
vehicle. He has had to borrow 
money to get the mini. 


The only help he can expect 
is a grant of about £74 for the 
modifications to the mini. His 
insurance, for example, now 
costs £35 10s. as he becomes a 
learner driver again. A second 
test is necessary even though 
the tricycle would do 55 m.p.h. 

=and the mini is, like the tri- 
~ eycle, hand-controlled. 


“TOOK OFF” 


He enumerated the faults of 
the tricycle. It was light and 
“took off” in a wind; parts 
dropped off owing to bad nuts 
but a Ministry official had said 
two years ago that was not 
surprising as it was only a light 
ear and should not need 
sturdier nuts. 


The necessary braking dis- 
tance was too long, he claimed, 
and because it drove only on 
one wheel it tended to spin on 
slowing down; it was noisy and 
the insulation around the 
heater was only aluminium, 
making it rather cold inside 
the cab; and last, but not least, 
‘there was room for only one 
“person and should there be a 
‘break-down, the handicapped 
driver was “at the mercy of the 
next passer-by if he is kind 
enough to help.” 


- CONSTANT TRAVEL 


Bills job entails constant 
travel, but so far he has driven 
it to the station and left it as 
breakdowns were so frequent 
-after 50 miles’ driving. 


There could be no argument 
with the Ministry over their 
providing a tricycle in itself, 
Bill was anxious to point out, 
only with their design with 
which, he said, the Ministry 


\ 


iter who at the Young Motorist ok the Year Award at Colmore 
igham, here seen with Mr. Peter Barrett (leader Helping Hand 


RESULTS OF SURVEY 
“FRIGHTENING” 


According to a survey con- 
ducted by the Society—among 
members of its adult centres, 
Invalid Tricycles are “mechani- 
cal nightmares”. Mr. Loring 
stated that it was difficult to 
know whether they were more 
of a danger to the occupants or 
to other road users. 

One of the greatest fears is 
of being trapped as the cars 
have only one door and if they 
should overturn the driver 
cannot get out. 

But apart from that the 
survey showed that they were 
dangerous to handle and ex- 
tremely unreliable. 

The Society is pressing the 
Ministry of Health to take 
action. 


eS 


Here is Bill seated proudly at the wheel of the Mini-car he has bought 
and had adapted for his use in place of the Ministry vehicle which he 
had before. 


was “fighting a losing battle.” 
The Ministry and its approved 
garage had done their best to 
keep him on the road and “bent 
over backwards to help.” 


Considerable concern for the 
safety of these tricycles had 
been’ expressed by M.P.s in 
November 1967, and the Minis- 
ter of Health had said that the 
situation was under constant 
review. 
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Asked if he thought other 
disabled drivers should follow 
his example, Bill said it was a 
“question of £ s d” and felt 
that, if the Ministry would give 
a maintenance grant for the 
drivers’ own cars or give them 
the difference between the cost 
of a tricycle and that of a mini, 
then “hundreds and hundreds” 
of such drivers would imitate 
him. 

He was agitating for a more 
comfortable, sturdier and com- 
pletely reliable car with two 


seats, concluded Bill. The pub-— 


lic money wasted on repairs to 


sister, Miss Kay Lancaster, his mother, Mrs. W. Lancaster and 
f Birmingham, Alderman James S. Meadows, and his father, 
Manager of the Depot, Mr. Robert Charlesworth is behind. 


his tricycle well justified the 
expense of adaptations to the 
present design. 


Bill received his mini last 
week and said that, as he had 
expected, he found it far more 
satisfactory than his tricycle. 


A Ministry of Health spokes- 
man said that while it was not 
true that the tricycles were 
generally unsafe, he agreed 
that Bill had got an “exception- 
ally unfortunate” tricycle and 
offered to replace it with a 
new one. Bill agreed to take 
one of the latest type invalid 
cars on loan until he passes a 
driving test in his new mini. 


His comments on the latest 

model are: The restyled body 
looks more like a real car and 
the outside finish is excellent, 
but the inside is very rough. 
The braking is improved by a 
brake on the front wheel. 
Safety straps are fitted, but 
these tend to slip and engine 
noise is still troublesome and 
the whole car rattles badly. 
The sliding door does not fit 
well and leaks badly round the 
edges in rain. Badly-sealed 
joins in the fibre-glass panel 
create draughts which ruin the 
effect of the large heater. 
There is no demister and all 
windows steam up in cold 
weather. 
’ So far, Bill has completed 
200 miles in the new Ministry 
vehicle without any mechanical 
breakdown. 


£50 FOR BATH SOCIETY 


A GROSS profit of over £50 was 
made when more than 100 
people attended a sherry party 
held on Wednesday, January 
24, at The Cedar Hotel, West- 
bury, Wilts., by Westbury Sub- 
Committee of Bath and Distric 
Spastics Society. 
Westbury Sub - Committee 
chairman, Mrs. T. Salisbury, 
presented a £50 cheque from 
previous functions to Bath 


Society chairman, Brig. Trevor’ 


Mossman. She also handed 
over a _ record player and 
records to Mrs. Hilda Shannon, 
who will be in charge of physio- 
therapy at the Bath and District 
Spastic Children’s Day Centre 
which will open shortly. 


NEWS OF 
THE STARS 
ORGANISATION 
FOR SPASTICS 


HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 
ALL-STAR CONCERT 


PLANS BY the Stars Organisa- 
tion for Spastics to build a new 
centre for spastics have been 
brought a step nearer by the 
proceeds of a concert organised 
by S.O.S. Chairman, Leslie 
Crowther, at The Pavilion, 
Hemel Hempstead. 


The show was a sell-out and 
the audience gave a huge 
reception to an all-star pro- 
gramme compered by Leslie 
Crowther and Don Moss. 


There were good reasons for 
the applause. Sheila Bernette 
presented some of her famous 
Victorian Music Hall revivals; 
Roy. Castle danced, sang and 
played trumpet and bagpipes; 
ventriloquist Saveen talked 
with his dog Daisy May and his 
talking parrot; Christine 
Holmes, who plays Charlie Girl 
in the current Adelphi Theatre 
hit, was on the bill with fellow 
Liverpudlian Derek Nimmo, 
who is also starring at the 
Adelphi; Rod King played his 
steel guitar and Dorothy Wayne 


whistled, sang ana played her 
guitar. 


Ivan Dozin conducted the 
Victoria Palace Orchestra. 


The show was produced by 
Brian Jones and all the artistes 
gave their services free, even 
paying their own travelling 
expenses to help their plans for 
spastics. 


During .the interval, Sylvia 
Syms drew the raffle and the 
Mayoress of Hemel Hempstead 
drew the lucky programme 
number. . 


THEFT FROM VERA LYNN 
ALLEGED 


ACCUSED OF breaking into 
the Finchley home of Vera 
Lynn, the singer, and stealing 
three golden discs and other 
property, Edwin Glavin Cor- 
bett, aged 21, plumber, of 
Squires Lane, Finchley, N., was 
committed for trial at the 
Middlesex Sessions in custody 
from Highgate Magistrates’ 
Court yesterday. He was also 
charged with breaking into a 
builder’s and stealing. 


(The Times) 


HOLIDAY BUNGALOW 
TO LET 
SELF CATERING, AT 
Highlands Park, 
Thorpe Road, 
Clacton 
FULLY FURNISHED AND 
FULLY EQUIPPED 
“EXCEPT LINEN” 
Modern Kitchen with 
Refrigerator 
Shower Bath and Toilet 
Electricity supplied by 
3 Slot Meter 
Mains Water in Chalet 
Main Drainage 
SITE AMENITIES: 
Swimming Pool’ (heated), 
Large Bar, Dance Hall, 
Games Room 
SHOP 


TO ACCOMMODATE 6 
PERSONS 
All Information: 
10, Glynde Street, 
Crofton Park, 
S.E.4. Tele: 690 3618. 


WANTED 


Used. English 
Commemorative Postage Stamps 


Price list and full details by 


return from:— : 
W. SPARKS, P.J.S., 
28 Greenway Road, 
Taunton, Somerset, 


SPASTICS NEWS ¢% 


$.0.S. Star, Stanley Baker, bearded for a part in a new film, seen here 
with Miss Mary Bennett of Ponds Home, Bucks., to whom he had _ 
just presented a new motor-driven wheelchair. The occasion was the 
opening of Pricerite’s 68th Supermarket at Alton, Hants., who had 
contributed half a million S. G H. Trading Stamps to buy two chairs. 
Mr. Baker also generously donated his fee for the opening. The other 
chair went to Miss Katy Hunter, on behalf of Ingfield Manor School, 
Sussex. 


S.0.S. LINE UP OF CHART 
TOPPERS TO MEET POP 
FANS 


Cliff Richard, a member of 
the $.0.S., is being joined 


by many chart toppers. 
Names already announced 
are: 


Kenny Ball and his Jazzmen 
Spencer Davis Group 
Dave Dee, Dozy, Beeky, Mick 
and Titch 
Simon Dupree and the Big 
Sound 
The Easybeats 
Flower Pot Men. 
Procol Harum E 
The New Vaudeville Band 
and 
Cat Stevens 
There will be two perform- 
ances, at 2 p.m. and 6.30 p.m. 
Seats are 5/-d., 7/6d., 10/6d., 


12/6d. and 15/-d. 


David Jacobs puts the Show on 
Pop fans mark the date 
now—Sunday March 24th, 
1968—day of the S.OS. 
Record Star Show at 
Empire Pool, Wembley. 


Now awarded the WOOLMARK- You can't fake the real thing ! 
KNITTING WOOLS BY POST 
3 FALCON | 


[KNITTING WOOLS 


DOUBLE KNITTIN 


British Pure New Wool Yarn r 


! aoe 
10:d per 102. ball 25 glorious colours. 


One of 30 different qualities of knitting yarns, in 400 super shades, including 


* Weardated ACRILAN CREPE at ..... .. 1/4d 
BOTANY WOOL & NYLON 3 ply &4 ply .. .. 1/6d 
Super HIGH CRIMP NYLON 3 ply, 4 ply 

: & DK at new low price .. .. 1/3d 
CREPE DOUBLE KNITTING from 2: 4. .. 1/4d 
WOOL & LUREX 4 ply at «eva ee ee ce” OU 
All ENGLISH WOOL D.K. & 4plyat ws. 4/3 
New LATENT CRIMP COURTELLE DK &4ply 1/5 


RUGWOOL pure new wool Mothproofed at .- 12/8d Ib. 
Free Postage on orders value £2-16-0 and over. : 


VAEGER Wootsé, New Munrospun ms 
Including CelticSpun Shetland yarn fj SCOTTISH TWEEDS by the yard ; 
& Spiral Spun Courtelle to tone or contrast with our Wools. 

GLAMOR BUTTONS to tone with all our Wools - 
New KNITTING PATTERNS, all shown in our latest bumper catalogue ohh, 
Send coupon and 4d stamp for . ; a 
FREE shade card & catalogueof FALCON & JAEGER Knitting wools & pattern’s “s 
=a ewe ewe EE ee Te a EE eT ee ee ee oe 2 me 
Name: : ; ei! 
Address: : ia 


R. S. DUNCAN & GO. Dept. 5.x 


30 Chapel Street, BRADFORD, YORKS. 


10 SPASTICS NEWS 


RVR 


The warm red-brick building that houses the new Play Centre is a 
handsome addition to Southampton’s architectural scene. 


Mrs. Leonora Welch playing with some of the young 

visitors to the Centre in the hygienic and colourful play- 

room. Note the revolving ‘“Space-Ship”’ which provides 
a lot of fun. 
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SOUTHAMPTON HAS EVERYTHING 


Fine New Day Centre, Workshop and 
Hostel now in Operation 
SPECIAL REPORT by ANNE PLUMMER 


Building operations are now complete, and the Southampton 
Spastics Association has moved its Day Centre from Archers 
Road to spacious new quarters in Rose Road. This building provides 
speech and physiotherapy, part-time education, nursery care and 
play facilities for children aged two to 16. Its Supervisor, Mrs. L. 
Welch, was a founder member of the Southampton and District 
Spastics Association which was started in 1952, shortly after the 
National Spastices Society was formed. 


TWO-DAY TEACH-IN at TOYNBEE HALL 


THIRTY-THREZ young men 
and women, mostly 18-year-olds, 
gathered at Toynbee Halli in 
London’s East End on February 
13th for a twe-day course on 
‘Training for Involvement’ in 
the problems of the handi- 
capped and disabied. 


It was organised’ by Mr. 
Alee Dickson, the founder of 
Community Service Volunteers, 
whose visit to Buckingham 
Palace to receive the C.B.E. 
had coincided with the first day 
of the conference. The aim was 
te probe and elucidate the ways 
in which leaders of this kind 
can encourage and 
others in voluntary work for 
the community. 


But as Mr. Dickson pointed 

’ out, “there can be no compas- 
sion without imagination” and 
so the first exercise the volun- 
teers embarked on was to try 
and put themselves in the place 
of disabled people. Some were 

: blindfolded, others had a leg 
tied to a wheelchair, both legs 
tied together, a hand bandaged 

‘ and, in one case, both hands 
immobilised, or a leg in splints, 


Then three were sent off in 
wheelchairs with an ‘attendant’ 
into the pouring rain and 
crowded sidewalks of Commer- 
cial Street to sample the prob- 
lems of posting a letter, taking 
washing to the launderette and 
shopping in Woolworths. The 
rest sat down to tea — after 
fetching plates and cups from 
the kitchen. 

Mr. Peter Furniss, a Youth 
Section Organiser and old 
V.S.O. pupil of Mr. Dickson’s, 
delivered a positively macabre 
end-up of a typical children’s 
party-giver, full of bonhomous 
platitudes and saccharine emo- 
tionalism, and they were off! 
The clumsy attempts at drink- 
ing out of a cup without hands, 
buttering bread blindfold, or 
lighting a cigarette one-handed 
for someone else caused a good 
deal of amusement, but the 
serious intent behind this Mad 
Hatter’s Tea Party became clear 
when the strain of being tied 


inspire , 


up began to tell after half an 
hour. 

A gimmick — yes — but one 
that can immediately make 
tough youngsters, to whom 
phrases such as ‘The nobility 
of self-sacrifice’ mean nething, 
become involved in a role 
which can be fun and exciting. 


Miss Shirley Keene, our elo- 
quent speaker from the Society, 
took a somewhat cynical view 
of the proceedings, which were 
covered by a team of TV people 
for the programme ‘The World 
At One,’ but also made some 
constructive suggestions. 


Her message, as always, was 
to remember that the handi- 
capped are individuals. She 
thought it was no more sen- 
sible to have a club for the 
handicapped than it would be 
to have one for men with bald 
heads. All are different, Gener- 
alisations were dangerous, but 
the one thing the handicapped 
usualiy have in common is.a 
feeling of rejection by society. 
For this reason, try (she said) 
to make ‘helping’ a two-way 
thing, even if it only means 
asking the person to change 
money for a telephone call. 


Remember Timing 


To help the congenitally dis- 
abled was probably easier than 
the aged and infirm, but the 
great thing to remember was 
‘timing’. Don’t rush about too 
efficiently, slow down the pace 
nearer to that of the afflicted. 


Mr. Dickson then took over 
the introductory session of the 
course, to explain that this was 
intended as a ‘catalysts’’ con- 
ference, to examine ways in 
which practical help can be 
given, and how good intentions 
can be translated into effective 
action in the workshop, at local 
government level or in the hos- 
pitals. 


The titles of the various dis- 
cussions pinpointed the areas 
in which this kind of effort 
impinges. ‘Who’s on our side?’, 
‘Helping the community to get 
started’, ‘Bugdeting, Blackmail 
and Begging’ and ‘Operation 


In-Tray’, an important lesson 
in administration, were some 
of the more evocative headings. 


“Once we can start,’ Mr. 
Dickson said, “getting going in 
this way, we become dangerous. 
Social science moves into the 
field of social reform.” 


A New Understanding 


Mr. Nicholas Elwes, the 
Society’s Aids and Appliances 
Officer, had brought along a 
selection o f manufactured 
articles, but he asked the com- 
pany to send in any ideas they 
may have for gadgets, so that 
they can be evaluated—if not 
already in existence. 


Mr. Paterson, Mr. Dickson’s 
A.D.C., said that these young- 
sters, from universities and 
schools all over the country, 
would share Salvation Army 
dormitories and find out the 
difficulties of getting a wheel- 
chair into a public lavatory, 
and would go home, he hoped, 
with a new understanding of 
how to help the community to 
help the handicapped. 


O.R.B. 


The Day Centre cost some 
£70,000, of which the Spastics 
Society contributed £40,000, 
but the main building and 
running costs have been met 
locally. Southampton Spastics 
Association’s main source of 
income is the Cluewin football 
pool, which brings in £400 a 
week. 

The new building is of 
pleasant warm-toned red brick, 
built on two floors around a 
central play area. A_ glass 
canopy extends over part of 
the courtyard which means that 
the children can play outside in 
wet weather. ‘A Family Help 
Unit is planned for the first 
floor, but this is not yet in 
operation, but about 40 child- 
ren are benefiting from the 
centre. 


Music and Movement 


When I visited the centre, 
two weeks after they had 
moved, staff and children alike 
were delighted with their new 
quarters. A music and move- 
ment session was in progress. 
This form of therapy helps the 
children not only in their move- 
ment but with speech and 
general knowledge as~ well. 
Moreover it was obvious that 
they were thoroughly enjoying 
themselves. 

Their imitations included a 
giraffe, a jack-in-the-box and 
perhaps the most delightful—a 
train. Forming a long chain 
some of the children crawled, or 
shuffled along on their bottoms, 
while others went on all fours 
and those who could not get 
along at all were carried in a 
walking position by members of 
staff. Mrs. Welch told me that 
one child was autistic and 
others partially sighted in addi- 
tion te their spastic handicaps. 

During the musical session, 
two students from a nearby 
Teachers’ Training College ar- 
rived to help with the children. 
The Centre is fortunate enough 
to have several of these young 
voluntary helpers who come in 
for a fews hours each week. 
Further assistance is given by 
senior pupils from a. girls’ 
Grammar School who prepare 
the teas and organise entertain- 
ment at the monthly meetings 
of the Guod Companions Club 
for handicapped children. This 
Club is attended by present and 
past members of the Day 
Centre, some of whom have 
gone on to full-time education. 

The spastics are encouraged 
to mix as much as possible with 
normal children and junior 


pupils from local schools often 
come to join in the games at the 
centre. The children are also 
taken out each afternoon to the 
shops or the zoo, where they are 
allowed free admission. 

Earlier in the day I had visi- 
ted the Association’s Work 
Centre in Richmond Road, a 
comfortable modern building 
which has been in use since 
1966. As I arrived, a van was 
leaving with a load of two 
hundred stools which had been 
ordered by a local shop. Mr. 
Husband, the Manager, said that 
it gave the workers great 
psychological satisfaction to see 
their products actually going 
away to be sold. His aim, he told 
me, was to get away from the 
eld idea of “occupational 
therapy” and work up a market 
for goods made at the Centre. 
Local firms bought their pro- 
ducts, not out of charity, but 
because they gave good value 
for money. 

Best-Selling Line 

The Centre’s best-selling line 
is in stools with washable fur- 
fabric tops in various bright 
colours and their work-box foot-> 
stools are also popular. Besides 
frames for the stools, the wood- 
work section makes chair seats 
for a contract with a local furni- 
ture company. Pillowcases, 
lampshades, coffee tables and 
coat hangers are also made at 
the centre and high-quality 
printing ©; carried out. The forty 
nine employees work a five-day 
week from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m, and 
they have their own workshop 
committee with elected shop 
stewards. 

“Like the Day Centre, the 
Workshop has a good relation- 
ship with local schools and 
senior Secondary Modern pupils 
come in four at a time to work 
alongside the regular em- 
ployees. Mr. Husband said that 
once the visitors came to know 
the workers as individuals they 
quickly made friends and were 
able to forget their handicaps. 

Some of the Work Centre em- 
ployees live at The Spastics 
Society’s hostel, Merlyn House, 
an attractive Victorian building 
in rural surroundings some dis- 
tance out of Southampton. It is 
run by Mr. and Mrs. G. 
McKellan, an enthusiastic young 
couple who live on the premises 
with their small daughter, and 
provides the informal atmos- 
phere of a real family home. 

With these three buildings, 
the Day Centre, Work Centre 
and Hostel, now in operation, 
Mr. W. E. Englefield, the chair- 
man of the local Association 
told me that the upkeep would 
be very heavy, but they were 
all very pleased that they had 
been able to provide some of 
the best facilities in the country 
for severely handicapped 
spastics. 


The party of volunteers fooking like walking wounded trying manfully to cope with their “disabilities”. 


MRS. WELCH first became in- 
terested in spastics through 
her work with handicapped 
Guides and Brownies. Her 
early efforts on their behalf 
were mainly directed towards 
arranging social events, but 
it was soon realised that social 
activities alone . were not 
enough and in 1954 a Play 
Therapy Centre for six child- 
ren was opened in a dance 
studio borrowed for two days 
a week. When this became too 
small, Mr. Charles Knott, a 
local sports promoter, came 
to the rescue with a gift of 
money and land for a new 
centre, which gradually . ex- 
panded over four years. 

In 1959, disaster struck and_ 
the centre was almost des- 
treyed by fire, but loyal sup- 
porters rallied round and the 
damage was made good. In 
1961, the centre was rebuilt in 
Archers Road under a property 
redevelopment scheme and the 
next year the-adult spastics 
moved out to separate Work 
Centres. Even the Archers 
Road site soon became inade- 
quate, however, and plans 
were put forward for the new 
centre in Rose Road which has 
been built on ground leased 
from the local authority. 


The Southampton Day Centre 
will be officially opened on 
21st May by Princess Marina, 
Duchess of Kent, the Society’s 
Royal Patron. 


NEW REGIONAL OFFICER 


Mr. N. GEDDES 


THE NEW REGIONAL Officer 
(West Midlands) began duty 
officially on 19th February. He 
is Mr. N. E. Geddes; a Scot from 
Aberdeen aged 39 and married 
with a young family of one son 
and two daughters. 

Mr. Geddes w.3 educated in 
Glasgow. After a spell in the 
Civil Service, he looked for a 
more active and varied career 
and joined the police in Zam- 
bia. He served there for 12 
years and, in 1964, returned to 
this country. 

H: rejoined the Inland 
Revenue and, he says perhaps 
because of that, became inter- 


ested in practical charity. He 


L pes to make a useful contri- 
bution to the work for spastics 
in the West Midland Region. 

He is keen on fishing, tennis, 
caaping and an enthusiastic 
amateur at “de it yourself” 
jobs at home. 


REGIONAL CONFERENCES 

The Wessex Regional Confer- 

nee will take place at Salis- 

ry and South Wilts. College 
of Further Education, The 
Friary, Salisbury, on 6th April, 
starting at 2 p.m. 

The South East Regional 
Conference will take place at 
Dene Park, Tonbridge, Kent, on 
7th April. 

The East Midlands Confer- 
ence is on Sunday, March 24th, 
at Belvoir Castle, and South 
Wales’ is on Saturday, March 
30th at Ty Maeth, Cardiff. 


Freddie Frinton Meets the 
Swimmers 

£220 WAS RAISED for Mr. 
Pastry’s swimming pool fund 
for spastics during a sponsored 
swim at Hathersage Pool, York- 
shire. The cheque was received 
on behalf of Mr. Pastry by 
Freddie Frinton, well-known 
star of pantomime and. tele. 
vision’s “Meet the Wife.” 
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Book Reviews 


HOPE FOR THE HANDICAPPED by Jessie Thomas 


reviewed by Stephen 


College of Education 


JESSIE THOMAS was for 
me a distinct personality 
before I actually met her. 


- This arose from a brief cor- 


respondence which began 
when,as_ Editor of the 


- Special Schools Journal, she 


acknowledged my first offer- 
ing. My article had been 
about teaching a physically 


_handicapped child at home 
_in the most wretched con- 
ditions, and after reading 


“Hope for the Handicapped” 
I can see that her encourag- 


"ing letter to me, passionately 
-concerned about the indivi- 
. dual 


child rather 
“children,” _ typified 
. whole philosophy. 
The subtitle of her book, 
“A Teacher’s Testament’’ is 
at least as significant as the 


than 
her 


- title; for while the work con- 


tains many fascinating facts 


- such as the change from 


horse-drawn to motor-driven 


ambulances and the effect 


of this upon size of school, 
what unifies the whole story 
is the author’s dogged faith 
in the righteousness of her 
mission to help the handi- 
capped. 

Through the eyes ot Mrs. 
Thomas the reader can 
watch half a century of 
change, from the introduc- 
tion of schools for the deaf 
and blind at the turn of the 
century to the plight of 
special schools under the 
bombs of the Second World 

_ War. Thoughout this story is 
woven the author’s career 
described not merely as a 
transition from assistant to 
head of a large special school 
but as a maturing and shap- 
ing of her spiritual values. 

_ Her determination | in 


‘Ball pens guaranteed excellent 
quality diestamped with up to 
36 gold letters 


40/- == GROSS is 
._ Samples FREE on request 


Please try before you buy 


We will pay you 3d. each for any 
pens you do not sell 


| ABBEY WHOLESALE SUPPLY 


1407 Leek Road, Abbey Hulton, 
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs. 


t 


BOURNEMOUTH, POOLE 
AND DISTRICT HOLIDAY 
CARAVAN VACANCIES 

Isle of Wight Caravan: Free 
all May, From June 15th to 
July 20th, August 10th to 
24th, August 31st to the end 
of September. 

Christchurch Caravan: Free 
all May, June 15th to July 
13th, August 31st to the end 
of September. 

Please apply to: Mrs. O. M. 
Nelson, Langside School, Park- 
stone, Poole, Dorset. 


_ FRIENDS OF THE CENTRE 
FOR SPASTIC CHILDREN, 


63, Cheyne Walk, S.W.3. 


“Living-in Assistant House- 
mother required for general 
help in Spastic Children’s 
Hostel run on termly basis. 
st be able to carry children. 
Apply in writing to the Secre- 
Buy. 63 Cheyne Walk, Chelsea, 
agave. 
4 


=e : 
__ The Centre is a day hospital 
_ for approximately 75 youn, 
children run by the Nationa 
Health Service. The Friends 
assist. b Fonping a hostel for 
8 hildren and, with local 
uthority help, a special care 
for 26. They also provide 
neial help for equipment 
ojects when required. 


— 


ente’ 


facilities for children ~ 


ool holidays. 


Jackson, 


Principal Lecturer, 


Manchester 


(Published by Bodley Head, 25s. illustrated) 


adversity, her humility, and 
her faith in simple virtues 
shine out through many 
incidents, recounted with 
great vividness. 


Typical is the case of 
Elsie, described on a first 
meeting as “in a wheelchair 
with her head hanging down, 
slumped, dribbling, and 
entirely unresponsive” and 
pronounced by the S.M.O. as 
ineducable. Without the aid 
of psychologists, text-books, 
or intelligence tests, Mrs. 
Thomas divined that Elsie 
was educable and within a 
year was able to confront 
the doctor with evidence of 
learning that earned Elsie a 
place in school. It was typi- 
cal of the author that instead 
of being proud of her teach- 
ing she was grateful for 
what Elsie had taught her. 

Later sections of the book 
describe the mammoth task 
of transferring hundreds of 
physically handicapped 
children away from the 
dangers of war, Mrs. 
Thomas’ desperate attempts 
to obtain surgical and medi- 
cal treatment for her evacua- 
ted pupils, the tragedies, and 
out of the crises the flower- 
ing of friendships. 

The period of her retire- 
ment contains little sign of 
failing vigour or purpose 
for in 1947 Mrs. Thomas 
became one of London’s first 
Home Teachers and began 
a long period of tuition in 
her own and other people’s 
homes. It is not surprising 
that after such a long and 
vigorous life Mrs. Thomas 
developed some very strong 
convictions. About teaching 
reading she writes: 

“I have taught it for 65 
years—and the upshot is 
that I do know how to teach 
reading and am emboldened 
to make the claim because 
never in any class or school 
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Billiards and Snooker | 


Exhibitions 


1st Trinity Club, Trinity St., Dorchester, Dorset. 

J. Gardner & J. Rea. 
-5th Smawthorne Wkmns., Castleford, Yorks. J. Gardner & J. Rea. 
‘6th Sutton Manor Colliery Hall, nr. St. HeJens. Lancs. 
: J. Gardner & J. Rea. 
6th Moorside Social Club, Moorside Rd., Swinton, Lancs. 
K. Kennerley. 
Old Trafford Cons., Seymour Grove, Manchester 16. 
J. Gardner & J. Rea. 
Haydock Cons., Church Rd., Haydock, St. Helens. Ste 
: J. Gardner & J. Rea. 
Crickhowell Unionist; High St., Crickhowell, Brecs. 
. K. Kennerley. 
Spenborough Ex-Service, Cleckheaton, Yorks. J. Rea. 
Hollins Grove Liberal, Falcon Ave., Darwen, Lancs. . 

; J. Gardner & J. Rea. 
Lostock Hall Cons., Lostock Hall, nr. Preston, 
J. Gardner & J. Rea.. 
Star Hotel, South Promenade, Blackpool. J. Gardner & J. Rea. 
Pontnewydd Wkmns., Pontnewydd, Cwmbran, Wales. J. Rea. 
Ebbw Vale Wrmns., Queens Square Hill, Ebbw Vale, Wales. 
J. Rea, 


Mrs. JESSIE THOMAS, who: was 
for many years on the Society’s 
Educational Advisory Committee. 
for which I was responsible 
did I ever have a child of 
normal intelligence who was 
a backward reader. A child 
of ordinary intelligence can 
be taught to read in sixteen 
to eighteen weeks, provided 
he has half-an-hour’s indivi- 
dual teaching each day. I 
always taught mine in twos, 
one on each side of me, by 
the phonetic method.” It 
would be a rash person, how- 
ever, who assumed that he 
could use the same methods 
and get as good results. 
This is an intensely per- 
sonal book. It deserves to 
be on the shelves of not only 
teachers of handicapped 
children but of all students 
in colleges of education; 
because although ostensibly 
about teaching the handi- 


capped, the _ implication 
throughout is that true 
education of the young 


child must be founded upon 
an enduring, loving relation- 
ship between teacher and 
child. 


Nottingham Schoolboy will take 
G.C.E. with Electric Typewriter 


A HIGHLY INTELLIGENT 
Nottingham schoolboy faced 
the tragic problem experienced 
by many spastics. He had the 
academic ability to enter for 
his GCE examinations but was 
unable to set down his 
thoughts on paper. 


Fifteen - year - old Michael 
Beardall could hardly write 
and it was thought impossible 
for him even to attempt to 
take the exams—until his head- 
master, the City Education 
Committee, and a_ typing 
school combined to provide the 
answer. 


Michael, who has the addi- 
tional handicap of deafness, 
will use an electric typewriter 
to become the first Nottingham 
pupil to take the GCE with 
a typewriter. He could set the 
precedent for many similar 
disabled pupils throughout the 
country. 


Highly Intelligent 


His headmaster, Mr. Jack 
Aram, commented: “Michael is 
a highly intelligent boy but his 
physica] disability made it vir- 


tually impossible for him to ; 


write neatly or legibly with 
any degree of continuity, mak- 
ing it impossible for him to 
take examinations.” 

Michael could conceive the 
ideas, but was troubled by put- 
ting them on paper. 

It was a teacher at his 
school, Claremont — Bilateral, 
who suggested that a_ type- 
writer could help overcome the 
problems. But with. -his 
impaired muscle strength he 
found it too difficult to oper- 
ate. Then Mr. Aram obtained 
an electric machine on loan 
and it proved successful. 

Nottingham Education Com- 
mittee authorised the  pur- 
chase of an electrie typewriter 
for him and he took lessons at 


GAMES AND PLAY FOR THE SICK 
CHILD by George and Cornelia Kay 


A Mini-Corgi 
‘Book, 2s 6d 
(illustrated) 


Downham Cons., High St., Downham Market, Norfolk. 

J. Gardner & J. Spencer. 
Aberaman Ex-Service, Davies St., Aberaman, Aberdare, 

J. Rea. 


Wales. 


Leiston Cons. Club, Waterloo Ave., Leiston, Suffolk. | 
J. Gardner & J. Spencer. 
‘Salisbury Cons. Club, Walter Rd., Swansea. 
Clacton Cons., Old Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. 
? J. Gardner & J. Spencer. 
Civil Service Club, Llanmiloe, Pendine, Carms. 
Dagenham Wkmns Club, Broad St., Dagenham, Essex. 
J. Gardner & R. Reardon. 
Wheatley Wkmns., Morley Rd., Wheatley, Doncaster. Y 
; J. Rea & J. Spencer. 
Heywood Reform Club, Tower St., Heywood, Lancs. 
Rawthorne Wrmns., Rawthorpe, Huddersfield, “ 
: J. Gardner & J. Spencer. 
British Legion Club, Quarry Lane, Northfield, Birmingham. 
3 J. Gardner & J. Spencer. 
Const. Club, Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Nottingham. 
“ J. Gardner & J. Spencer. 


and 


J. Rea. 


J. Rea. 


J. Rea. 


GEORGE KAY, the co- 
author of this useful little 
book, was a polio patient in 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital 
as a child, and his wife, 
Cornelia Kay, has been a 
nurse in a children’s ortho- 
paedic hospital. Both, 
therefore, have been able 
to draw on first-hand ex- 
perience of their subject 
and offer many useful sug- 
gestions on how to amuse 
bedridden and _ convales- 
cent children. 


The first part of the 
book contains sections on 
coping with the medical 
emotional aspects, 
nursing, and occupations 
for different age groups. 
The second half is called 
“Do - it - yourself therapy,” 
and lists a large number of 
games and amusements 
which will keep a_ sick 
child out of mischief. 


The authors feel that 
games which children have 
enjoyed playing for gener- 
ations are likely to be more 
popular than expensive 
toys which leave little 
room for initiative. Sev- 
eral less well-known board 
and card games are. des- 
cribed, together with 
many of the old favourites 
and useful reminders of 
the rules, . 


“TiIness, like war, is ten 
per cent fear and pain and 
ninety per cent frustrating 
boredom,” say the authors. 
It. can: never be fun, but 
this book could help allevi- 
ate much of the boredom 
and make periods of sick- 
bat more bearable for 
both children and parents. 
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a commercial firm, Sight and 
Sound Education Touch 
Typing School, Nottingham. 

Miss Tracy Carson, his in- 
structor, said’ a system was 
moulded round Michael’s type- 
writer. It was difficult for him 
because of the different key- 
board and his severe handicap, 
but he was keen to learn and 
the school’s rhythm basis of 
training was a help to him. 

She said that after the basic 
course he reached 25 words 
per minute and was extremely 
accurate up to 20 wpm. Miss 
Carson intends to coach him at 
school to build up his speed 
before the examinations. 

Meanwhile the Education 
Committee is making arrange- 
ments with the. examining 
board for Michael to use the 
machine. 

He will be allowed the 
same length of time for GCE 
papers as other pupils. He in- 
tends to take ‘O’-level mathe- 


matics, -French, English 
literature, English language, 
geography, history and 
chemistry. 


Helping the Disabled to 
Advertise 


HANDICAPPED PEOPLE and 
employers with vacancies for 
the disabled will soon be able 
to advertise under a new head- 
ing in “The Birmingham Post” 
and “Evening Mail”. 

The new classified heading 
in the advertisement cvfusmns 
which will appear after Situa- 
tions Vacant and before Hospi- 
tal and Medical headings will 
be “Disabled Persons”. 

There will be two sub- 
headings, “Situations Wanted” 
and “Vacancies”. Disabled 
people looking for jobs and 
advertising under the “Situa- 
tions Wanted” heading will do 
so at reduced rates. 

Employers will pay the 
normal trade rates. 


Happy Retirement 


SEVENTY-ONE - YEAR-OLD 
Hampshire barber, Mr. 
“Duggie” Payne had to retire 
last December because of ill- 
health. A month later he won 
£978 in the Spastic League 
football pool. 

“After a holiday in Cornwall, 
Tll put the rest of the money 
in the bank,” said Mr. Payne. 
“But I’m going to enjoy it, I 
can tell you that.” ' 
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EMPLOYMENT 
NEWS 


Recent news includes the fol- 
lowing items :— 
ERIC ABBOTT from Sleaford 
who recently completed a 
course of Further Education at 
Dene Park is working locally as 
a warehouse boy in. the Fine 
Fare Supermarket. 
MICHAEL. BITTNER from 
Manchester who trained at the 
Chester Office Training Centre 
is working as a Bradma machine 
operator for Messrs. D. Mauds- 
ley & Co.—a local firm of whole- 
sal; druggists. 
RICHARD BROADHEAD from 
London has a new job and is 
now working for Alba (Radio 
& Television) Ltd. He is em- 
ployed in the warehouse. 
NORIIAN CAVAGAN from 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne is em- 
ployed by a firm of steel furni- 
ture manufacturers, 
COLIN FARRELL from Steven- 
age who trained at the Chester 
Office Training Centre has com- 


- menced general clerical duties 


in. departmental store in 
Welwyn. 

TERENCE WILSON from Ham- 
mersmith has a new job in Ash- 
ford, Kent, where he is working 


' at the Army Barracks. 


MYFANWY LEWIS from New- 
Mon., who trained at 
Sherrards is working locally 
for Messrs. Heeley & Peart Ltd. 


MELVIN REUBEN from South 
Woodford has changed his job 
and is now employed by the 
Gulf Oil Co. 

NEIL ROGERS from Manches:- 
ter who recently completed a 
course of Further Education at 
Dene Park has commenced at 


the Wythenshawe Remploy 
where he is doing assembly 
work. 


PHILIP SOMERS-COCKS from 
Wimbledon who trained at 
Sherrards and has recently at- 
tended the Kingston Work 
Centre is commencing work on 
March 20th with a firm of motor 
engineers in London. 

DOREEN WIMPENNY from 
Warrington who trained at the 
Chester Office Training Centre 
is doing general office work for 
Messrs. Broadbents Ltd., — a 
local departmental store. | 
BRIAN COSTELLO from Ealing 
who trained at Sherrards has 
changed his job and is now em- 
ployed. as a_ trainee process 
worker for Autotype Ltd. a 
local firm of photographic en- 
largers. 


Mother’s Day = 
March 24th 


To Mother with love.... 
a delightful brooch—matches any dress 


Swiss marcasite stones set 
in rhodium: plated settings 


in attractive presentation box 
£1 15s. 0d. (including postage). 


Please send jewellery as advertised in the March issue 


of “Spastics News” 


I enclose. cheque/P.O. No. ... 
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(BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE) 


Name 
Address 
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TO: The Sales Office, Homework Section, The Spastics 
Society, 16 Fitzroy Square, London, W.1. 


Telephone: 01-387 9571 


or send for illustrated brochure. 
EVERY PIECE OF JEWELLERY YOU BUY GIVES 


~WORK TO A SPASTIC 


{ 
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the Church 
Mouse up to his 
tricks at Ingfield 


IT IS MARCH and the sixth 
annual Christmas Play at Ingfield 
Manor is over and done with. The 
children, parents and friends have 
all thoroughly enjoyed it and so 
from that point of view it has 
been successful. The first play we 
did was a simple nativity; a set of 
tableaux with a taped background 
of carols sung by the staff. 


The trouble with an annual 
play is that the audience expect 
it to be better every time—or do 
they, | wonder? Is it perhaps not 
we, the producers, who become 
more ambitious? 


The point we forget every year 
and which never: fails to surprise 
us, is that we always have to un- 
learn last year’s play. When we 
did our version of the ‘‘Nut- 
cracker Suite’ all the ambulant 
girls learnt to curtsey and the next 
year we had curtseys littered 
through the Nativity Play for the 

_ first few rehearsals. This year our 
play was set in Austria and every- 
one had to learn to automatically 
give a handshake on meeting and 
leaving their friends; it is guaran- 
teed that it will come into next 
year’s play, whatever the subject! 


Self-Satisfaction 


One of the great rehearsal 
difficulties with slow learning 
brain injured children is their self 
satisfaction. According to them 
the very first rehearsal is a com- 
mand performance deserving of 
an Oscar. To encourage their 
morale one drops such praise as 
“*Good”’ and ‘‘Very Good”’ so that 
at the second rehearsal when one 
One is desperately persuading them 
to attend “But you said | was 
good last time,’’ comes back like 
a boomerang. 


Our play cannot be connected 
to drama in its true sense, it is 
more like a _ gigantic military 
manoeuvre. With an involvement 
of only sixteen ambulant children, 
some of whom cannot push, and 
forty in wheelchairs, it has to be 
organised or it would be chaotic. 


Performances are a nightmare 
to any producer, but in ours the 
producer has to be* prepared to 
get up and join in; especially as 
this-one has to sit on a cushion 
in front of the front row in order 
to be seen by the deaf children. 


Once a procession entered~ to 
stately music, crossed the front of 
the hall in dignified splendour, 
mounted the ramp onto the stage, 
when, lo and behold, one stately 
ataxic pusher pushed her wheel- 
chair over the space. We caught 
the occupant before she actually 
touched the floor and | am not 
sure whether we stopped and 
shook hands and bowed or not. 


Is it worth it? 

There comes a point when one 
wonders very seriously whether 
all the effort is worth it. Costumes 
and properties and scenery have to 
be well done because the play 
relies on visual impact. This puts 
a fantastic extra burden onto 
the staff, but it is the dress re- 
hearsals and the performances 
‘which wear them out. Fifty-six 
children to be dressed and un- 
dressed twice in the course of 
two hours for four days running 
is not exactly a joke especially as 
it falls at a time which is hectic 
with Christmas activities. 


What do the children gain 
from it then? Slow learning child- 
ren, and especially those who are 
deaf, are strong individualists and 
the concept-of group work is hard 
to achieve, perhaps in a small way 
they grasp some of this pleasure. 
It is an opportunity, too, to give 
of one’s best for someone else’s 
pleasure and the spastic child is 
all too often put in the position of 
being on.the receiving end. 


By Edna Varty 


Forward the Buffs!—Paul Houldin pushes Paul Jeffrey across the 


Kittens on the Keys we know—but a Mouse on the Piano! David Iddenden enjoyed his starring role. stage. The other wheelchair attendant is Gary West. 


Churchman meets Church Mouse!—(left to right) Kenneth Baxter, Martin Green, 
Valerie Smith, Patsy Coppin, Carol Edwards, as Mary, Andrew Creakie, and Janet 
Smith. (Behind) David Finnegan, Willa Burgess and Susan Barker. 


‘A CHRISTMAS CAROL’ 


Heydon, Nigel Hunter, Debra Reynolds and Peter Stalwood as Tiny Tim, 


Scrooge still ‘Hates Christmas’ 


THIS YEAR, Wilfred Pickles Drama Group tackled Dickens’ 
¢lassic in an adaptation by Kenelm Foss, Although the choice 
was not immediately popular, the more experienced players soon 
grasped the opportunity of learning longish parts, and the less 
experienced, once they saw the connection between the minor 
characters and the play as a whole, acquitted themselves with 
honour, 


The parts of Scrooge, Marley and Bob Cratchit gave some scope 
for individual interpretation, and the rag and bone merchant, 
laundress and charwoman provided some humorous scenes. The 
parts of Mrs. Goodheart and Mrs. Cratchit were ‘doubled’ by one 
girl who adapted herself well to the portrayal of the different 
characters. 


Several parents co-operated nobly in providing costumes. 
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Fugitives from the White Horse Inn:—(left to right in front) Susan Williams, Karen 
Spong, Martha Rock, Deborah Forster, Sandra Pearce and Frances Hartley. (Standing) 
Mary Whyte, Jennifer Smith, Ann Tenebaum and Muriel Rissen. : 


at WILFRED PICKLES — 


- ee ie , 
Above) Ebenezer Scrooge (Andrew Akintiubu) remonstrates with ‘‘The Ghost’’ (Roger Hadley), (Below Valerie Nixon as Scrooge’s sister holding hands with Adrian Reynolds 
right) a happy family at last! (left to right) Connie Moon as Mrs. Cratchit, Annette Taylor, Michael as Scrooge as a boy. t 


ver Street, Bristol, 1. 
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